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TIME WELL SPENT Is The Only Television Program 
Featuring Alabama Aired On A National Network! 


Look For It On RFD-TV Fridays at 9:00 p.m. 


] me A production of Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Time Well Spent 
is a 30-minute television program families can enjoy together as 


they see people, places and events that maintain some of 
e Alabama’s most time-honored traditions and heritage. 
Sp e Nn t The*RFD-TV Network is #1 for adults 50+ years of age! 
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Rural America’s Most Important ‘Network Fa acrosse | 
If your cable system doesn’t carry the 


RFD-TV network, 
you may call them or file a request at ALABAMA FARMERS COOPERATIVE. INC. 
www.rfdtv.com/findrfdtv. P. O. Box 2227 e Decatur, Alabama 35609-2227 


Visit us at www.alafarm.com *2010 Nielsen Media Research 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


DEAR FELLOW CRIMSON TIDE FAN, 


bout the time dogwoods and azaleas were at their early spring peak, a lot was going on in Alabama 
athletics. Winter sports (basketball, gymnastics, swimming and diving) were winding up. Spring sports 
(baseball, softball, tennis, golf) were off and running. Track and field is constant. 

And there is spring football. In some respects, there doesn't seem to be as much interest in spring 
football practice as in the past when it was a month and a half or so of survival of the fittest. 

Rules have toned down the number of days and the amount of contact. Moreover, once upon a time 
summer was a time for players getting jobs and earning money. Now football players are at their craft 
basically year-round, even though coaches aren't always involved in the preparation. 

There were days when a spring scrimmage at Bryant-Denny Stadium would bring out several thousand 
spectators, many of them making notes on players of interest. | thought about those days in early March 
when Dude Hennessey died. Dude was one of the most popular assistant coaches ever. After he retired 
from coaching, Dude liked to watch those scrimmages from the end zone. So did |, and we would sit 
together and I'd listen to him comment on his observations. 

Now the spring practices include only a few scrimmages, and the only practice open to the public is the 
A-Day Game. 

A-Day has also undergone a major change. The day it really changed is easy to pinpoint. Nick Saban’s 
first A-Day Game was remarkable. For as long as anyone can remember, Bryant-Denny Stadium was open 
only on the West side for the spring game, and that was always more than enough room for spectators. It 
would take a really nice day to get as many as 30,000 in the stands. Halftime entertainment one year was 
a handful of managers and trainers doing close order drills and playing kazoos. 

In 2007, it was obvious from early in the day that more room would be needed for the first glimpse of 
what Saban was doing at Bama. Sections were opened one at a time until finally the last remaining area 
--the East side upper deck -- was opened. As fans filed down the rows, looking like ants on the march, the 
all-time record for attendance at a football practice had been attained. The Tuscaloosa fire marshal finally 
stemmed the flow at capacity, 92,138. 

There had never been anything like it. And the crowds just keep on coming. This year A-Day was 
scheduled for April 16, and it would be the first spring game with a stadium capacity of 101,821. It was 
also the second consecutive A-Day Game to be nationally telecast. 

There is no lack of interest in Crimson Tide football at any time of the year, and for that we are grateful. 

We now take a little publishing break. The next issue will be the summer pre-season football issue, 
mailed in June. Meanwhile, we'll see you every day at BamaMag.com. 


Sincerely, 


Kirk McNair 


Vol, 33, Issue 8 (ISSN 0195-0975 USPS 489-470) April, 2011 
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outing in Capital One Bowl 


sportswritrer Clay Henry of Hawgslllustrated.com that the key 

to a good offensive line has always been great running backs. 
Some coaches might beg to differ, but there’s no doubt that having 
the type backs Switzer had in his wishbone heyday with the Sooners 
made the offensive line look good. 

Switzer'’s point might have more relevance regarding a team that 
had excellent linemen but backs incapable of taking advantage of the 
blocking. 

In recent years, Alabama has had good linemen and good backs. 
This spring the Crimson Tide is working to replace one of those 
starting offensive linemen, left tackle James Carpenter. Most think of 
the left tackle primarily as protection for the quarterback, but the left 
tackle must also be a competent run blocker. 

Bama is also replacing a former Heisman Trophy winner, tailback 
Mark Ingram. 

Even though Ingram was the clear number one tailback for 
Bama the past few years, he wasn’t the only runner. 

With Ingram leaving Alabama following his junior season to 
head to the NFL, most expect his back-up the past two years, Trent 
Richardson, to win the job as Ingram’s replacement. 

And just as Ingram had a strong back-up in Richardson, 
if Richardson wins the job he’ll almost certainly share running 
opportunities. 

Richardson has been outstanding as Ingram’s back-up. His 
52-yard run against Arkansas as a freshman in 2009 was the stuff 
of legend. He ran through the tackles of five Razorbacks en route 
to a touchdown. In the BCS National Championship Game victory 
over Texas, Richardson ran for two touchdowns, including a 49-yard 
scoring burst. He finished with 109 rushing yards against what had 
been the nation’s top run defensive team. 

As a freshman, Richardson rushed 145 times for 751 yards 
(5.2 yards per carry) and eight touchdowns. In pre-season 2010 All- 
Southeastern Conference team selections, Ingram was the unanimous 
choice for one running back spot. The surprise was that Richardson 
was selected alongside Ingram on those pre-season All-SEC teams. 

Richardson's statistics were accumulated even though he was 
behind Ingram, who set the Alabama record for rushing yards in a 
season as a sophomore and who finished among Bama’s all-time 
career leaders in rushing. He also broke Shaun Alexander's 

Last year as Ingram sat out Bama’s first two games after 
undergoine pre-season knee surgery, Richardson started in a romp 
over San Jose State and had 10 rushes for 66 yards and two 
touchdowns. Against Penn State the next week he had 22 carries for 
144 yards and a touchdown and caught four passes for 46 yards. 

For his career, the upcoming junior has 257 rushes for 1,451 
yards (5.6 yards per carry) and 14 touchdowns. 

Richardson is so much regarded as Ingram’s heir-apparent that 
a recent poll question regarding Alabama asked about key positions 
and listed starting quarterback (where Greg McElroy has graduated), 
starting split end (Julio Jones having departed for the NFL), and 
back-up tailback. 

“We really have to figure out who is going to be the starting 
' running back,” Richardson said as spring practice got underway. “| 

FOOTBALL BY. KIRK MCNAIR - still haven't started yet. I've just started two games, so I've got to 
; Weis . fight for my position, too.” 

But, he also said, “We've got me back there and we still have to 
tee SOS “ag entoicg aw: b Aentesal Sra ws : figure who is going to fill in the spots.” He added he is in a different 
position this year. “As | see myself, and as my teammates see me, 
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Ewddie Lacy had big F amed Oklahoma Coach Barry Switzer once told Arkansas 


~ 


I'm one of the main running backs. Mark’s not here, so I've got to 
take a bigger role. I’ve got big shoes to fill. It’s different. Mark had 
been here since day one, since | was being recruited. In the past, 
he was leading the group and | was following behind. Now I've got 
to know what I'm doing, make sure I'm doing everything right, and 
staying on top of everyone else, too.” 

If Richardson (5-11, 224) does win the starting job, he wants 
the same thing Ingram had: a capable backup. “I'd love to see 
someone come on and step in,” he said. “|! don’t want to be the only 
one getting pounded, the only one out there running. To be a good 
football team, to be successful and get to that championship, you 
have to have more than one running back.” 

It doesn’t have to be just two, of course. In addition to 
Richardson, Alabama is looking at sophomore Eddie Lacy (6-0, 220), 
senior Demetrius Goode (5-9, 205), sophomore Jalston Fowler (6-1, 
246), redshirt freshman Corey Grant (5-9, 194), and true freshman 
Dee Hart (5-9, 189). 

Who can forget Alabama Coach Nick Saban’s pained expression 
as he watched Eddie Lacy running against Michigan State in the 
Capital One Bowl? Saban wasn’t upset at the way Lacy was running, 
though. Lacy was en route to his second touchdown of the game 
against the Spartans. With Alabama headed for a 49-7 victory, 
Saban wasn’t interested in more touchdowns, but what's a tailback 
to do? The hole opened up and Lacy went 62 yards, completing an 
outstanding day of five carries for 86 yards and two touchdowns. 

For the year, Lacy had 56 carries for 406 yards (7.3 yards per 
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carry) and six touchdowns. Lacy, who was redshirted in 2009, had 
some problems with ball security early last season. 

Goode played sparingly as a true freshman in 2007, and then 
was redshirted in 2008. He was a little-used backup the past two 
seasons. For his career he has 59 carries for 272 yards (4.6 per 
carry) with one touchdown. 

The book on Alabama is that the Tide wants its third running 
back to be a good hands receiver and pass blocker. Goode had a good 
2010 spring practice as a receiver. 

Perhaps the most intriguing tailback candidate is “The Beast,” 
Jalston Fowler. Fowler came to Alabama as a potential tailback or 
linebacker and worked at linebacker his first spring. Now he is back 
as a super-sized tailback. Fowler had very limited playing time at 
tailback as a true freshman (though he spent time on special teams). 
He rushed 14 times for 111 yards (7.9 yards per carry) with one 
touchdown (a 36-yard run against Georgia State). 

Grant is best known for his blazing speed, having won multiple 
6A state championships in the sprints, and came to Alabama from 
Opelika as a candidate to play a number of positions. Some projected 
him as a slot receiver, some as a defensive back (and he had some 
cornerback practice time as a redshirt freshman in 2010). 

Hart was one of the nation's top-ranked running backs, He made 
his commitment to Alabama during the U.S. Army All-American 
Game, where he was also named the National Player of the Year. Hart 
entered Alabama in January in order to participate in spring practice. 

Richardson admitted to having a special relationship with his 
fellow Floridian. 

“He's just like | was with Mark when | came 
in,” Richardson said. “He's the youngest dude in 
the group. | want to make sure he’s on top of his 
game. | don't want him to fall behind because of 
something | should have taught him, something 
he doesn't know because | was being selfish. 
| don't want to be that type of person. Roy 
Upchurch, Terry Grant, Mark, Demetrius Goode, 
they never did that to me. You can’t be selfish.” 

Richardson did take note when Hart 
was awarded jersey number one, That was 
Richardson's high school number and one 
he had requested, but it wasn't available. 
Richardson, who is number three, said he had 
no problem with Hart getting the number. “There 
can be some pressure with wearing number 
one,” Richardson said. “You have to be that man 
wearing number one.” 

Alabama's tailbacks will be working with 
a new quarterback this year, the successor 
to McElroy. The leading candidates are 
A.J. McCarron and Phillip Sims. Phillip Ely 
has checked in from high school. And for 
“insurance,” Saban has put versatile Blake Sims 
at quarterback for the spring. 

Blake Sims has previously worked at 
running back and slotback, and could end up in 
the tailback competition later. 

Richardson said having a new quarterback 
“is a big difference, but any quarterback we 
have can go start anywhere. They've got to make 
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everybody else believe it on the team. | believe they can. Whichever 
one gets the job will have to perform.” 
Richardson also takes note of Bama needing a new left tackle 
to replace James Carpenter. “James was very important,” Richardson 
said. “James did a lot of stuff people didn’t think he would be able 
to do coming in from junior college. It’s going to be very important to 


fill his position.” 


Meanwhile, Richardson works to fill the spot vacated by Ingram. 


And that means someone has to replace Richardson. 


A-DAY TELEVISED 


The University of Alabama's annual A-Day Game was scheduled 
to be televised live to a national audience by ESPNU on Saturday, 
April 16. A-Day is the 15th and final practice of the spring with 
kickoff from Bryant-Denny Stadium scheduled for 2 p.m. (CDT). As is 


always the case at Alabama, there is no admission charge. 


Over the last four years, Alabama has totaled 345,700 fans at 
A-Day. The Crimson Tide established a college football record in the 
spring of 2007 as a capacity crowd of 92,138 watched Coach Nick 
Saban’s first A-Day at Bryant-Denny Stadium. Last year’s attendance 
of 91,312 led the country and an average of 86,425 have been on 
hand for the last four A-Day scrimmages at Alabama. With Bryant- 
Denny Stadium’s expansion pushing capacity to 101,821, Alabama 
will once again have a chance to regain the spring game attendance 
record this year (Ohio State had 95,722 in 2009). 

In addition to the game, other activities are scheduled at The 
Capstone A-Day weekend. ESPNU will televise Alabama’s baseball 
game against Tennessee Thursday night and the baseball team also 
hosts the Volunteers Friday and Saturday. The softball team hosts 
Mississippi State April 15, 16 and 17. Men’s tennis hosts Auburn 
following football, and soccer has a spring game against Samford the 


evening of April 15. 


DATE 
September 3 
September 10 
September 17 
September 24 
October 1 
October 8 
October 15 
October 22 
Octoher 29 
November 5 
November 12 
November 19 
November 26 
December 3 
January 9, 2012 
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OPPONENT 

Kent State 

Penn State 

North Texas 
Arkansas 

Florida 

Vanderbilt 

Ole Miss 
Tennessee 

Open 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Georgia Southern 
Auburn 

SEC Championship Game 
BCS Championship 


SITE 
Tuscaloosa 


Jalston Fowler is the 
big back type Saban 
seems to like 


Stuart McNair 


As the last two years, there will be a flag football game featuring 
former Alabama players Saturday morning in Bryant-Denny Stadium. 
The annual ceremony in which the previous year’s captains place 
their hand- and foot-prints in concrete at Denny Chimes and 
the unveiling of the statue of Coach Saban with other national 
championship coaches (Wallace Wade, Frank Thomas, Paul Bryant, 
and Gene Stallings) on the plaza outside the North end zone of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium are expected to draw large crowds. 6 


2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


SERIES RECORD* 
First Meeting 


University Park, Penn. 9-5-0 


Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Gainesville 
Tuscaloosa 
Oxford 

Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Atlanta 

New Orleans 


3-0-0 
14-7-0 
23-14-0 
58-19-4 
417-9-2 
48-38-7 


45-24-5 
75-17-3 

First Meeting 
40-34-1 

3 wins, 4 losses 
1 win, 0 loss 


LAST GAME* 

N/A 

2010 UA 24, PSU 3 
2009 UA 53, NT 7 
2010 UA 24, Ark 20 
2010 UA 31, UF 6 
2007 UA 24, VU 10 
2010 UA 23, UM 10 
2010 UA 41, UT 10 


2010 LSU 24, UA 21 
2010 UA 30, MSU 10 
N/A 

2010 AU 28, UA 27 
2009 UA 32, Florida 13 
2009 UA 37, Texas 21 
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aving a large senior group cuts various ways for a college football 


it team. Ordinarily, seniors are experienced and more likely to 

be team leaders. On the other hand, a large number of senior 
starters could mean the following season is a rebuilding year. Witness 
the loss of most of the defense from the national championship team 
of 2009 and growing pains with that unit last season. Finally, it doesn’t 
hurt recruiting to have a large class of seniors. 

Part of the strategy of college athletics involves the revolving 
door. Players come in and in some number of years of five or fewer 
they move on. 

As Alabama started spring practice this year, the Tide had 19 seniors 
on the roster (20 if fourth-year junior Dont’a Hightower is considered 
a senior), no fewer than eight who would be considered at the top of a 
reasonable depth chart. Last year the Tide had only eight seniors. 

“One of the reasons we suffered last year was we had only eight 
seniors, which leaves a little bit of a void in leadership,” Alabama 
Coach Nick Saban said. He said that some of the men who will be 
seniors in the 2011 season “made significant contributions” to 
leadership last year, including Hightower and safety Mark Barron, 
who were elected captains (along with graduated quarterback Greg 
McElroy) at the end of the 2010 season. 


‘Stuart McNair 


“Some of those guys have leadership qualities and have 
demonstrated it in the past,” Saban said. “Having those guys 
back is a real asset in the way people look up to them.” Saban 
mentioned specifically seniors who had “played a lot of football,” 
such as center William Viachos, nose tackle Josh Chapman, jack 
linebacker Courtney Upshaw, and wide receivers Marquis Maze 
and Darius Hanks. He also includes some juniors in the group 
of leaders, naming tailback Trent Richardson, a true junior, and 
offensive guard Barrett Jones, a fourth-year junior. 

Saban said, “|! think that knowledge and experience and 
confidence those guys bring is very, very helpful.” 

The mention of Trent Richardson and Barrett Jones reminds 
of some holes in this year’s team that could have been filled by 
returning seniors. No one, though, could blame tailback Mark Ingram, 
wide receiver Julio Jones, and defensive lineman Marcell Dareus for 
passing on their senior seasons to enter the NFL draft. 

Richardson, Barrett Jones, and Hightower would be the 2011 
Alabama juniors who would be considered most likely to go to the 
NFL after their junior seasons, but there are often surprises. 

Following the 2009 season, it made sense that linebacker 
Rolando McClain would head for pro football prior to his senior 


ee 
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season. But cornerback Kareem Jackson? What did we know. Jackson 
was a first round draft choice. 

Other upcoming Bama juniors conceivably could be playing 
their final Tide seasons. They include tight end Michael Williams, 
defensive lineman Damion Square, and safety Robert Lester. 

In a way, that’s the point. An astute observer of Alabama football 
noted that Saban and his staff are recruiting young men they hope 
will be in Tuscaloosa only three football seasons. The theory is that if 
a player is good enough to go to the NFL after three college seasons, 
Bama has probably gotten good play from that man. 

There was much resentment when Andre Smith went pro prior 
to the 2009 season, but it wasn’t because Alabama hadn’t gotten 
its scholarship’s worth from the offensive tackle. Smith was a three- 
year starter, winner of the Jacobs Award as the best blocker in the 
Southeastern Conference, and winner of the Lombardi Trophy as 
the nation's top interior lineman. Bama coaches expected Smith to 
leave after his third season. The ill feeling came from the way Smith 
left, suspended from the team for allegedly improper dealings with 
an agent prior to the final game of his junior season. Alabama lost 
the Sugar Bowl to Utah, and many believe it was because of the 
distraction of the Smith departure days before the game. 


Looking at seniors 
from various angles 


Tide looks to find back- 
up to veterean center 
William Viachos 


Stuart MeNair 


On sober reflection, Smith and McClain and Ingram and Dareus 
are the type players Alabama is looking for in recruiting. 

Everyone knows the main thing that every prospect is looking 
for when choosing a school is the opportunity to play. All manner of 
surveys over decades have determined that playing time is the most 
important thing. More important than the coach, more important 
than the facilities, more important than tradition, and even more 
important than playing on television. 

Years ago an Alabama head football coach said the most 
important selling point a school has in recruiting is its upcoming 
seniors. He said that many of the prospects “would say things like 
academics, because they were supposed to, but what they are 
interested in is playing time.” 

That’s one reason Saban complains about unscrupulous 
recruiting opponents who use a Bama “depth chart” in recruiting 
against the Crimson Tide. “They know more about our depth chart 
than we do,” he said sarcastically. And then added, “Because we 
don't have a depth chart.” 

What Saban doesn’t like is a prospect being shown that Alabama 
has a large number of players at the position where the prospect 
might play. The Crimson Tide staff can be counted on to point out 
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that the prospect will have an 
opportunity for early playing time. 
Although it was a recruiting 
violation, give credit to Georgia 
Coach Mark Richt for pointing out 
to running back star Isiah Crowell 
where he could fit into the Bulldogs’ 
lineup. When Crowell was on his 
recruiting trip to Athens, Georgia 
players at 10 positions lined up, 
leaving room for Crowell to join 
them by stepping in at the tailback 
spot. Crowell signed with Georgia, 
picking the Bulldogs over Alabama. 
Nevertheless, a prospect can 
look at Alabama seniors by position 
and see where some attrition will 
come. That prospect probably is also 
knowledgeable enough about Crimson 
Tide football to know which juniors 
might be leaving early for the NFL. 
Although Saban has stocked the 
Alabama football cabinet well enough 
that Tide recruiters may not have to 
worry too much about filling a need 
with immediate recruiting help, the 
coaching staff is also aware of where yA 
players need to be added over the eee vanes N 
course of one or two recruiting classes. 
This season, for instance, 
Viachos returns for his third year as 
a starter at center. But behind him, 
last year’s back-up, David Ross, has 
graduated. Thus in spring practice, 
Saban was working on depth at the 
center position. 
Asked about the back-up 
centers, Saban said, “We tried Tyler 4 
Love there, and he did a nice job. i ers. 
Now we're trying Kellen Williams - 4. 
there, and he has done a really Ase "eee ee 
nice job as a back-up center. Chad . = 
Lindsay has been there. We wanted 
to get one more young player who 
we thought had the potential to be 
a starter so there were two guys 
competing so we would have three 
solid centers. Some of these things 
have to sort out, but | have been 
really encouraged by the progress 
Kellen Williams has made the last 
couple of practices.” 
This fall, Alabama will 
welcome Ryan Kelly to the center 
competition. Kelly (6-5, 280 from 
West Chester, Ohio) was ranked the 
number two prep prospect center in 
the nation. 
And so it goes. | 
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2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL BY CLASS 


(This is a guess at Alabama scholarshipped players by position. It is not a true depth chart and subject to change.) 


OFFENSE 


POSITION 
Split End 


Flanker 

Slot 

Left Tackle 
Left Guard 
Center 
Right Guard 
Right Tackle 
Tight End 


Quarterback 
Tailback 


DEFENSE 


POSITION 
Left End 


Nose Tackle 


Right End 


Jack Linebacker 
Middle Linebacker 


Weakside Linebacker 


Strongside Linebacker 


Left Cornerback 
Right Cornerback 
Strong Safety 


Safety 


SENIOR 
Darius Hanks 


Marquis Maze 
Brandon Gibson 
Alfred McCullough 


J.M. Boswell 
William Vlachos 


Brad Smelley 
Chris Underwood 


Demetrius Goode 


SENIOR 


Josh Chapman 
Nick Gentry 


Courtney Upshaw 
Chris Jordan 


Jarrell Harris 
Alex Watkins 
Phelon Jones 
DeQuan Menzie 
Mark Barron 


Robby Green 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


POSITION 
Placekicker 
Punter 
Snapper 
Kickoff Returns 


Punt Returns 


SENIOR 


Marquis Maze 


Marquis Maze 


JUNIOR 


Aaron Douglas 
Tyler Love 
Chance Warmack 


Barrett Jones 


Michael Williams 


Trent Richardson 


JUNIOR 

Kerry Murphy 
Quinton Dial 
Brandon Lewis 
Jesse Williams 


Damion Square 


Undra Billingsley 


Dont’a Hightower 
Nico Johnson 


Dre Kirkpatrick 
Will Lowery 


Wesley Neighbors 
Robert Lester 


JUNIOR 
Jeremy Shelley 


Carson Tinker 


SOPHOMORE 
Michael Bowman 


Kevin Norwood 
Kenny Bell 


Kellen Williams 


Anthony Steen 
D.J. Fluker 


A.J. McCarron 
Eddie Lacy 
Jalston Fowler 


SOPHOMORE 
Darrington Sentimore 
Chris Bonds 


Brandon Moore 
William Ming 


Jonathan Atchison 


C.J. Mosley 
Tana Patrick 
Ed Stinson 


John Fulton 
Dee Miliner 
Nick Perry 


Jarrick Williams 
Kendall Kelly 


SOPHOMORE 
Cade Foster 
Cody Mandell 


RS FROSH 


Keiwone Malone 


DeAndrew White 
Blake Sims 


Chad Lindsay 


Arie Kouandjio 
Austin Shepherd 
Harrison Jones 
Brian Vogler 
Phillip Sims 
Corey Grant 


RS FROSH 


Berandon Ivory 


Anthony Orr 


Adrian Hubbard 
Petey Smith 


RS FROSH 
Jay Williams 


Keiwone Malone 
DeAndrew White 
Keiwone Malone 
DeAndrew White 


FROSH 

Marvin Shinn 
Danny Woodson 
Bradley Sylve 
Ronald Carswell 
Cyrus Kouandjio 
Ryan Kelly 

Isaac Luatua 
Malcolm Faciane 
Phillip Ely 


Dee Hart 
Brent Calloway 


FROSH 
Wilson Love 
LaMichael Fanning 


Xzavier Dickson 
Jeoffrey Pagan 
D.J. Pettway 


Sal Sunseri 
Trey DePriest 


Jabriel Washington 
Christion Jones 


Ha’sean Clinton-Dix 


FROSH 


Dee Hart 


Marvin Shinn 
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RECRUITING BY ANDREW BONE 
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he University of Alabama is having a busy spring hosting 
T prospects on campus for unofficial visits and offering 
scholarships to elite prospects. BamaMag.com offers a 

recruiting chat session on-line each Wednesday at 1 p.m. CDT to keep 
fans informed of the weekly recruiting news surrounding the program. 

The Bama coaching staff held a couple events in Tuscaloosa 
known as ‘Junior Day,’ which is an unofficial visit by prospects 
who spend time on a campus tour and spend time with the 
coaching staff. Players meet with position coaches and typically 
break down film and how they might benefit from a few tidbits to 
become better players. 

The majority of prospects who visited were in the class of 2012, 
but invitations were also sent to a few 2013 and 2014 prospects. 

Top out-of-state visitors who attended one of the Junior 
Day events in Tuscaloosa included Barry Sanders, National 100 
running back from Heritage Hall High School in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma; Chris Black, National 100 wide receiver from First 
Coast High School in Jacksonville, Florida;’ Greyson Lambert, 
National 100 quarterback from Wayne County High School in 
Jesup, Georgia; Jonathan Taylor, National 100 defensive tackle 
from Jenkins County High School in Millen, Georgia; Jordan 
Jenkins, National 100 defensive end from Harris County High 
School in Hamilton, Georgia; and Geno Smith, National 100 
cornerback from St. Pius X in Atlanta. 

In-state players who have been extended scholarship 
offers include Hueytown quarterback Jameis Winston, Oxford 
linebacker Kwon Alexander, Bob Jones linebacker Reggie 
Ragland, Thomasville linebacker Tyler Hayes, Faith Academy 
in Mobile defensive end Chris Casher, Oxford cornerback Trae 
Elston, Prattville defensive end Justin Shanks, Prattville athlete 
Justin Thomas, Prattville defensive end Caleb Gulledge, Oxford 
offensive guard Michael Flint, Woodlawn linebacker Cassanova 
McKinzy, Florence linebacker Beniquez Brown, Daphne running 
back T.J. Yeldon, and Auburn offfensive lineman Caleb Peterson. 

Alabama has landed commitments from in-state prospects 
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No spring break for Tide football recruiting 
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Ragland, Hayes, Thomas and Gulledge; Casher is committed to 
Florida State; and Flint and McKinzy are committed to Auburn. 

The coaching staff will continue to evaluate plenty of in- 
state prospects during the spring and summer including, but 
not limited to, West Limestone athlete Alex Taylor (who has 
committed to Auburn), Spain Park cornerback Chris Humes, 
Vigor defensive end Darius Philon, Vigor defensive end Jamichael 
Winston, Daphne defensive end Ryan Anderson, Blount 
cornerback Kelton Brackett, McAdory safety Marcus Turner, 
Williamson linebacker Tre Banks, Davidson defensive tackle 
Alphonse Taylor, Fairhope center Kyron Samuels, and Hueytown 
wide receiver Cameron Broadnax. 

Alabama added four commitments from signing day 
through the first week of March. Three came from the state of 
Georgia and one from Alabama. The Tide has done a great job 
recruiting the Peach State in the class of 2012 with five of 10 
commitments to Bama from the border state. 

An in-state commitment came from Tyler Hayes, linebacker 
from Thomasville who gave his verbal pledge February 14.Hayes 
is a standout running back and linebacker and helped win 
the Class 4A state championship in 2010. He had 700 yards 
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rushing, 395 yards receiving and two kickoff returns for 
touchdowns. He also had 96 tackles on defense. Hayes was 
named the MVP of the state championship game. 

The 6-foot-3, 220-pound athlete was recruited to play 
linebacker at Alabama. He will rank as one of the top 10 recruits 
in the state. 

“| was just ready to get my decision out of the way,” said 
Hayes. “I really liked Alabama a lot. They have great coaches, 
and | really like their academics.” 

The Tide landed a top-10 player in the state of Georgia also 
on Valentine's Day when Kenyan Drake committed to Alabama. 
The athlete from Hillgrove High School in Powder Springs 
committed to Alabama with other offers from Georgia, Georgia 
Tech, Purdue, and Tennessee. The 6-0, 184-pound prospect had 
1,200 yards rushing with 12 touchdowns in 2010. He added 
more than 500 yards receiving with eight touchdowns. Drake is 
likely to play wide receiver in the Tide's offense. 

Alabama added a physical running back in Justin Taylor, 
from Washington High in Atlanta on February 21.He rushed for 
1,500 yards and 11 touchdowns during the 2010 season. He 
added 79 tackles on defense. 
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“Tl really like the school and the coaches,” the 5-10, 
216-pound prospect said of Alabama. “I really enjoyed how 
the coaches interacted with us. | just couldn't wait any longer. 
Alabama is my school. That’s where | wanted to go. | am pretty 
excited about it.” 

Brandon Greene, offensive tackle from Cedar Grove in 
Ellenwood, Georgia, was a surprise commitment for the Tide. The 
6-6, 296-pound prospect committed to Alabama over scholarship 
offers from Louisville, Ole Miss, and UCF. He has also received 
interest from Georgia, Florida State, and Tennessee. 

“T really like the family atmosphere at Alabama,” said 
Greene. “I feel like everyone is welcome there. The University of 
Alabama is a big-time school. It’s truly an honor to have a chance 
to play there. | can play where some of the greats have played. | 
feel like they can help me, and | can help them.” 

The chat sessions at BamaMag.com are great mid-week 
informative discussions with hundreds of fans seeking news of 
the Tide’s recruiting. Join in each Wednesday at 1 p.m. CDT. We 
provide a chat transcript each Friday for subscribers who missed 
chat on Wednesday.Also, follow on twitter for the latest recruiting 
updates: http://twitter.com/andrewjbone 
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Here are some sample questions and answers from previous 
recruiting chat sessions: 

{Comment From Allen] 

chris black high on us - fsu who gets him 

Andrew Bone: Black is very high on Alabama. | think they are 
the team to beat. 

[Comment From weroll] 

What can you say about the kid from brooklyn? 

Andrew Bone: Wayne Morgan (5-10, 190) was recently 
offered by Alabama. He seems to have high interest in the Tide. | 
know Rutgers is very high on his list as well. 

[Comment From LockDown] 

Is it looking like Bama is getting close to offering Kelton 
Brackett? Seems questionable to allow other SEC teams to jump 
on him while just standing idly by. 

Andrew Bone: He doesn’t have any SEC offers at this time. 
| think he is a player who Alabama has shown interest and will 
evaluate in the spring and summer. Chris Jones didn’t receive an 
offer from Alabama until the summer. 

{Comment From mr. rite] Did our (UA) chances improve with 
J. Jenkins after his visit? 
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Andrew Bone: Jenkins’ interest in Alabama has been high for 
a long time. Alabama remains as one of his top overall schools. 

[Comment From philly] 

Deaysean Rippy, LB from PA, any word on his top schools? 

Andrew Bone: He plans to graduate early, so he will make a 
decision before signing day. He says Alabama is a school he may 
visit. Rippy is very high on Florida 

[Comment From john] who's the d-lineman we want most 

Andrew Bone: Alabama is high on several guys including 
Eddie Goldman, Jarron Jones, Justin Shanks 

[Comment From CrimsonChris]: Does Nick James have a 
timetable set on his decision? 

Andrew Bone: | think he is waiting for more offers. 

[Comment From tom] any prospects in the florida panhandle 
alabama may be interested in? 

Andrew Bone: Alabama does have a commitment from 


maybe the best player in the state- Eddie Williams. | 


Visit Scout.com and BamaMag.com for Andrew Bone’s 
recruiting coverage. Follow on twitter at http://twitter.com/ 
andrewjbone and email abone@scout.com 


BONE UP ON BAMA RECRUITING! 


FOXSports/Scout.com Southeast Recruiting Analyst Andrew Bone 
is providing a weekly recruiting Q&A session every Wednesday at 
BamaMag.com at 1 p.m. CT (2 p.m. Eastern). Get the facts on what 
you want to know as hundreds of fans from across the country join 
the information discussion each week. 


For the very latest recruiting updates follow him on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/AndrewJBone 
Reach Andrew Bone at abone@scout.com. 
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2012 ALABAMA FOOTBALL PROSPECTS 
he es 


2012 Alabama Football Prospects who have received offers from the Crimson Tide, as determined by Andrew Bone of BAMA Magazine and Scout.com 


Kwon Alexander, 6-2, 210, 4.6, LB, Oxford 

Vadal Alexander, 6-5, 329, OT, Buford, Ga. 

Anthony Alford, 6-1, 210, 4.5, QB, Petal, Miss. 

*Dakota Ball, 6-2, 282, DT, Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 

Zach Banner, 6-9, 295, OT, Lakewood, Wash. (Lakes) 

Deion Belue, 6-0, 170, CB, Booneville, Miss. (Northeast Mississippi C.C.) 
Chris Black, 5-11, 160, WR, Jacksonville, Fla. (First Coast) 

Travis Blanks, 6-1, 193, 4.5, CB, Tallahassee, Fla. (North Florida Christian) 
Marvin Bracy, 5-9, 166, 4.32, WR, Orlando, Fla. (Boone) 

Beniquez Brown, 6-2, 205, LB, Florence, Ala. 

Deon Bush, 6-1, 180, 4.4, CB, Miami, Fla. (Columbus) 

Nathan Cole, 6-2, 195, WR, Memphis, Tenn. (Mitchell) 

Landon Collins, 6-0, 203, 4.5, S, Geismar, La. (Dutchtown) 

Ronald Darby, 5-11, 175, 4.38, RB, Potomac, Md. (Oxon Hill) 

Matt Davis, 6-1, 198, QB, Houston, Texas (Klein Forest) 

Noor Davis, 6-4, 225, OLB, The Villages, Fla. (Villages Charter) 

James Deloach, 6-2, 242, DE, Millen, Ga. (Jenkins County) 

Kyle Dodson, 6-6, 310, OT, University Heights, Ohio (Cleveland Heights) 
“Kenyan Drake, 6-0, 184, 4.40, RB, Powder Springs, Ga. (Hillgrove) 
Travin Dural, 6-1.5, 165, 4.40, WR, Breaux Bridge, La. 

Mario Edwads, 6-4, 240, DE, Denton, Texas (Ryan) 

Trae Elston, 6-0, 170, CB, Oxford 

Quay Evans, 6-3, 300, DT, Morton, Miss. 

Leonard Floyd, 6-5, 217, DE, Eastman, Ga. (Dodge County) 

Kurt Freitag, 6-3.5, 217, TE, Buford, Ga. 

Devin Fuller, 6-0, 185, 4.48, Old Tappan, N.J. (No. Valley Reg. Old Tappan) 
Brian Gala, 6-3, 260, OG, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

Eddie Goldman, 6-3, 290, 5.3, DT, Washington D.C. (Edison-Friendship) 
“Brandon Greene, 6-5, 276, OT, Ellenwood, Ga. (Cedar Grove) 

Dorial Green-Beckham, 6-5, 210, WR, Springfield, Mo. (Hillcrest) 

Issac Gross, 6-2, 240, DT, Batesville, Miss. (South Panola) 

*Adam Griffith, 5-9, 165, K, Calhoun, Ga. 

*Caleb Gulledge, 6-4.5, 280, DE, Prattville 

Laith Harlow, 6-5, 240, TE, Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 

Josh Harvey-Clemons, 6-4, 207, OLB, Valdosta, Ga. (Lowndes) 

Joe Harris, 6-4,290, 5.0, OG, Lithonia, Ga, 

“Tyler Hayes, 6-3, 215, 4.6, LB, Thomasville, Ala. 

Tracy Howard, 6-0, 165, CB, Miramar, Fla. 

D.J. Humphries, 6-6, 262, 5.1, OT, Charlotte, N.C. (Mallard Creek) 

Nick James, 6-5, 340, DT, Long Beach, Miss. 

Jordan Jenkins, 6-2.5, 225, 4.69, DE, Hamilton, Ga. (Harris County) 
Royce Jenkins-Stone, 6-2, 215, OLB, Detroit, Mich. (Cass Tech) 

Cyrus Jones, 5-10, 185, 4.47, RB, Baltimore, Md, (Gilman) 

Jarron Jones, 6-7, 290, 4.9, DT, Rochester, N.Y. (Aquinas Institute) 
Matt Jones, 6-3, 210, RB, Seffner, Fla. (Armwood) 

Chad Kelly, 6-3, 205, QB, Buffalo, N.Y. (St. Joseph Collegiate Institute) 
Greyson Lambert, 6-5, 185, QB, Jesup, Ga. (Wayne County) 


Dillon Lee, 6-3.5, 220, LB, Buford, Ga, 

Jeremy Liggins, 6-4, 235, QB, Oxford, Miss. (Lafayette) 

Ricardo Louis, 6-2, 200, 4.5, WR, Miami Beach, Fla. 

Gunner Kiel, 6-4, 200, QB, Columbus, Ind. (East) 

Raphael Kirby, 6-2, 218, 4.68, OLB, Stone Mountain, Ga. (Stephenson) 
Korren Kirven, 6-5, 275, DT, Lynchburg, Va. (Brookville) 

Keith Marshall, 5-11, 180, 4.32, RB, Raleigh, N.C. (Millbrook) 
Cassanova McKinzy, 6-3, 233, 4.6, LB, Birmingham, Ala, (Woodlawn) 
Deontay McManus, 6-0, 209, WR, Baltimore, Md. (Paul Lawrence Dunbar) 
D'Vario Montgomery, 6-3, 211, WR, Winter Park, Fla. 

Wayne Morgan, 5-11, 191, 4.40, S, Brooklyn, N.Y. (Erasmus Hall) 
Durron Neal, 6-0, 185, WR. St. Louis, Mo. (De Smet Jesuit) 

Ricky Parks, 6-3, 210, TE, Hogansville, Ga. (Calloway) 

Andrus Peat, 6-7, 280. OT, Tempe, Ariz (Corona Del Sol) 

Caleb Peterson, 6-4, 292, OG, Auburn 

Zeke Pike, 6-5, 225, QB, Ft. Mitchell, Ky. (Dixie Heights) 

Sa'Von Pittman, 6-4, 225, 4.6, DE, Canton, Ohio (McKinley) 

Brian Poole, 5-11, 185, S, Bradenton, Fla. (Southeast) 

Sean Price, 6-4, 210, 4.75, TE, Citra, Fla. (North Marion) 

*Reggie Ragland, 6-4, 245, MLB, Madison (Bob Jones) 

Kelvin Rainey, 6-3, 210, TE, Yulee, Fla. 

Terry Richardson, 5-9, 155, 4.5, CB, Detroit, Mich. (Cass Tech) 
Deaysean Rippey, 6-2, 200, OLB, Mc Kees Rocks, Pa. (Sto-Rox) 
Jovon Robinson, 6-0, 215, RB, Memphis, Tenn. (Wooddale) 

Shaq Roland, 6-1, 180, S, Lexington, S.C. 

Barry Sanders, Jr., 5-9, 180, RB, Oklahoma City, Okla, (Heritage Hall) 
Justin Shanks, 6-4, 294, DT, Prattville 

Geno Smith, 5-11, 160, 4.47, CB, Atlanta, Ga, (St. Pius X) 

Dwayne Stanford, 6-4, 200, WR, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

Johnathan Taylor, 6-3.5, 307, DT, Millen, Ga. (Jenkins County) 

“Justin Taylor, 5-10, 216, RB, Atlanta, Ga. (Washington) 

John Theus, 6-6, 292, 5.12, OT, Jacksonville, Fla. (The Bolles School) 
*Justin Thomas, 5-11, 180, 4.34, QB, Prattville 

Colin Thompson, 6-5, 255,4.79, TE, Warrninster, Pa. (Archbishop Wood) 
Dalvin Tomlinson, 6-3, 270, 4.94, DE, McDonough, Ga. (Henry County) 
Vincent Valentine, 6-4, 315, DT, Edwardsville, Ill. 

Channing Ward, 6-4, 220, 4.5, DE, Aberdeen, Miss. 

Aldophus Washington, 6-6, 240, DE, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

Carlos Watkins, 6-4, 275, OG, Forest City, N.C. (Chase) 

*Eddie Williams, 6-4, 205, 4.5, S, Panama City Beach, Fla. (Arnold) 
Leonard Williams, 6-5, 250, DE, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 

Trey Williams, 5-8, 175, RB, Houston, Texas (Andy Dekaney) 

Jameis Winston, 6-4, 190, QB, Hueytown 

Yuri Wright, 6-2,180, 4.45, CB, Ramsey, N.J. (Don Bosco Prep) 

T.J. Yeldon, 6-1, 210, 4.5, RB, Daphne 

Avery Young, 6-5, 270, OT, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 


“Committed to Alabama 


ar and away the most recruiting attention — and on incoming 
F freshmen — is the focus of college fans on football. Ironically, almost 

all football signees are going to start off in a back-up role, at best. 
For many, it’s a redshirt year, perhaps a season on the scout team. 

It’s not impossible, of course. Each year a handful of true freshmen 
will be major contributors to a football team, even one as successful 
and talent-laden as Alabama. Some positions lend themselves more to 
freshman success — kickers, receivers, defensive backs, perhaps running 
backs. Some positions are less likely, notably quarterback. 

The Crimson Tide of Coach Nick Saban got freshmen help in 
the kicking game, walk-on Cody Mandell handling punting duties, 
placekicker Cade Foster kicking off and trying long field goals. 

Alabama also had C.J. Mosley at linebacker. Mosley played in 
every game and started a handful and ranked third on the team in 
tackles. He made his mark in the Alabama record book returning 
two interceptions for touchdowns, a 35-yarder against Florida and a 
41-yarder against Georgia State. He was Bama’s top tackler in four 
games, including a season-best 12 against Mississippi State. 

In other sports, a freshman is much more likely to have an 
immediate impact on the success of his team. 

Would Alabama's basketball team had its success without Trevor 
Releford at point guard? Would Alabama’s basketball team been able 
to get the ball across the half court line more than about 50 per cent 
of the time without Releford? 

Many Crimson Tide sports get a boost from freshmen, sometimes 
year-after-year, sometimes more than one freshman a year. Here is a 
look at a handful of Bama first year student-athletes performing at a 
very high level: 


JACKIE TRAINA, SOFTBALL 


Alabama softball has gotten a nice ride on the J-Train, as Jackie 
Traina's teammates call her. Traina, who came to Alabama from 
Naples, Florida, has been spectacular in the first few weeks of her 
first college season. 

As Alabama rolled to a number one ranking with a record of 
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Freshmen give a 
boost to Bama teams 
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33-2, Traina led the Crimson Tide in home runs (13), runs batted 
in (40), and slugging percentage (.925); she was second in bases 
on balls (19) and on base percentage (.520); and third in batting 
average (.388). 

Bama Softball Coach Patrick Murphy said, “When we got her, 
everyone said she would be a pitcher, but wondered if she would be 
a hitter. She reminded us a lot of Charlotte Morgan. We thought her 
pitching was way ahead of her hitting. 

“Now we don’t know. She's definitely had a great start. We 
didn't think we'd get that much from her offensively this quick.” 

She has also been an outstanding pitcher, selected both as the 
Southeastern Conference Freshman of the Week and as the SEC 
Pitcher of the Week. She opened with 12 straight victories and was 
13-1 with a 1.30 earned run average. 

It looks easy to Traina, but she said, “It’s always hard. There are 
always going to be difficulties and things that come easy. Things that 
are easy, you work to get perfect. Things that are difficult, you work 
to get better every day. 

“It's definitely not easy. You have to work at it. In the (batter’s) 
box, it’s a big mind game. It really is. You have to survive in there. 
You have to work at it.” 

She said she didn’t come with expectations. “Totally blank,” 
she said. “My expectations were just to help the team out as much 
as possible. You should only get better. | hoped to come in and get 
stronger and burn a lot to get right in. Just do whatever | could to 
help the team out. 

“| didn't come in with any big expectations, but | did set the bar 
high for myself.” 

Traina said that she didn’t come from a particularly athletic 
family and that she picked up softball on the invitation of a neighbor 
when she was about five years old. 

“| was playing in high school, just having fun, and then began 
to realize it might be a way to college,” she said. “I had no idea it 
would take me as far as it has. But | didn’t want to give it up because 
| have spent so much time and effort on it, and | love the game. So 
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why not get an education and do the thing you love the most.” 

Traina said she had no trouble choosing Alabama. “It’s a really 
good program,” she said. “The girls, the coaching staff, all the staff — 
everyone — is one big family. It’s great. | wouldn’t change a thing.” 

Murphy said, “A lot of kids assume they are going to play as 
freshmen. We tell them they don’t deserve anything. They are going 
to earn everything: your starting position, your spot in the lineup, 
where you play defensively. We tell kids all the time we don’t care 
if they are a walk-on or a full ride, a freshman or a senior, the best 
nine are going to be out there. And that has been true throughout the 
history of our program. 

“One of our luxuries when we recruit freshmen is that we can 
tell them, ‘You don’t have to be the best player, and chances are you 
are not going to be the best player when you get here.’ | think that’s 
a good thing. There is competition and they are almost in a do-or-die 
situation. They will either improve and play, or...it’s sink or swim.” 

The coach said, “In 15 years in our program, we have had only 
one girl — Amanda Locke — who we redshirted on purpose. It turned 
out well for her. Our roster is usually about 17 or 18, so we need 
people to perform right now. Our message to the new kids who come 
in here is that they have only four years to do this. It’s going to go by 
fast. We want you to act more mature right off the bat. If you are 17 
or 18 mentally your entire freshman year, you're probably not going 
to do very well. But if you mature and have a professional approach 
to the game, you are probably going to do fine. Athletically, most of 
them can do it. It's the mental part that scares them.” 


STEPHANIE MEADOW, WOMEN’S GOLF 


Stephanie Meadow wasn’t worried about making a team in her 
first year of college golf. She was one of the top amateur players in 
the world when she selected Alabama. And her reason was the same 
as many: Coach Mic Potter. 

“He's an awesome coach,” said Meadow. “H eknows how to get 
the best out of his players.” 

Certainly he’s gotten the best out of Meadow. The freshman 


Jackie Traina has been even 
better than expectations 
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from Jordanstown, Northern Ireland, has been outstanding in helping 
Alabama to an early number one national ranking. Meadow had two 
individual victories to get the Crimson Tide’s spring season underway. 
She won at the Lady Puerto Rico Classic in Bama’s season-opening 
tournament and came back with a victory at the Sugar Bowl Classic. 

Meadow is accustomed to winning. She had nine junior 
victories in international play before coming to Alabama and was 
ranked 11" in junior golf play, third among international players. 
She had moved to the United States at age 14 to attend the famed 
Hank Haney Golf Academy. Her parents live half the year at Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina, and were able to see Stephanie win 
her first two tournaments. 

Meadow said her first year “has been really, really good. | have 
worked really hard. Learning from my teammates has given me a 
boost in confidence. When | first came, | was a little unsure, even 
though | knew most of the girls on the team before getting here.” 

She said she had a little experience in team golf as a member of 
the Irish team in international juniors competition. But that was for a 
week, she said. Bama’s players work together every day. 

Meadow said she wanted to win a tournament in her freshman 
year. “It's important to have big goals,” she said, adding that she 
hopes to be Freshman of the Year. “But while it’s important to have 
those goals, you don't want to think about them every day.” 

After she won her first tournament, she wanted to win a second. 
And she did. “You can get satisfied,” she said. “| went through that 
in junior golf. You have to keep working, not be content.” 

Alabama coaches are accustomed to having good freshmen 
players, and Potter is no exception. He need look back only to last year 
and the Crimson Tide's Jennifer Kirby earning All-America honors. 

“In our sport, freshmen can have an impact,” Potter said. “You 
think about football and basketball players maybe having to get 
bigger and stronger.” 

Potter said he recruits “good athletes who can improve.” 

“The golf course doesn't know how old they are,” he said. “The 
more accomplished they are, the better they will do. 
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“Stephanie had won internationally. She’s not shocked when she gets 
around the lead in a tournament, and she’s not going to beat herself. 

“They have played at such a high level, including the United 
States Amateur, that they are looking at the same girls in tournaments 
each week that they have been looking at for five for six years.” 

It impressed Potter that Meadow made improvement from 
the fall season to the spring season. “She played well in the fall, 
averaging a little over 73 (strokes per round),” he said. “But she had 
to realize how much higher her standard is now, and she had to hold 
herself to it.” 


CORY WHITSETT, MEN’S GOLF 


When Cory Whitsett committed to sign with Alabama Coach 
Jay Seawell, he was the nation’s number one prospect. By the 
time he made it to Tuscaloosa, he was almost overshadowed by 
another Crimson Tide freshman, Bobby Wyatt. Wyatt had shot a 57 
at the Country Club of Mobile in winning the Alabama Boys State 
Championship for a fourth time. And if Wyatt hadn’t done that, 
another incoming Tide freshman-—Trey Mullinax— might have a couple 
of those titles. 

Alabama Coach Jay Seawell didn’t really need to have freshmen 
star for the Tide. That’s because he had All-America players in 
juniors Bud Cauley and Hunter Hamrick. But Seawell has been 
starting at least two and usually three 18-year-old freshmen in every 
tournament. 

Wyatt suffered an injury early in the spring and Whitsett was 
able to take charge early in the prestigious Linge Longer Invitational 
at Reynolds Plantation in Eatonton, Georgia. He helped the third 
ranked Crimson Tide with a first round score of eight-under-par 64, 
missing the school scoring record by one shot. He shares that 64 
mark with, among others, Wyatt, who had a 64 (six under par) in the 
Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate last fall. Whitsett opened his 64 
round with five consecutive birdies and had seven on the front nine, 
10 for the round. 

“It’s been great,” said Whitsett, a Houston native is ranked 


among the nation’s top amateur players. “The neatest thing is getting 
to practice with better players. You have a higher standard when 
you're working out. Getting out on my own has helped me take more 
ownership of what | do both on and off the course. 

“Time management is an adjustment. Having mandatory study 
hall as a freshman helps. Then you have to have your priorities.” 

On the golf course, Whitsett doesn’t concern himself with being 
a freshman. “The golf course doesn’t care,” he said. “You just have 
go go out and be yourself and not blow up.” 

As for the team aspect, he said he has known Alabama players 
from previous tournaments. He enjoys practicing and traveling as part 
of a team. But golf is still an individual sport. “You're still just trying 
to put up the best score,” he said. 

Whitsett chose Bama because of Coach Jay Seawell (“How he 
looks at the game, and he’s helped a lot of players.”) and because he 
enjoyed being around Tide players. 

Although he has been at The University less than a year, 
Whitsett said, “It has gone by quickly. I've enjoyed it and feel like I’m 
improving. And I’m sure the next three years will go quickly.” 

Seawell said, “The biggest thing with freshmen is their maturity level. 

They have ability when they come in, but you can’t teach 
experience, the battles, the ups and downs of golf, and time 
management. | think the junior year is the time, at about age 20, 
that they start to think like an experienced player. 

“Talent is talent. We knew when we signed these guys they 
would make an immediate impact. As it turns out, we're starting 
three freshmen. We were pretty sure we would be starting Cory and 
Bobby, but we're also starting Trey. 

“And while we knew they were going to be good, we also 
knew that no freshman had to be ‘the man’ because we have Bud 
and Hunter. What we have is a good mix of talented players with 
experience and talented freshmen. We have been fortunate to have 
young guys with a lot of talent, and we're fortunate to have great 
leaders in Bud and Hunter. 

“For a freshman, it can be the best of times and the worst of 
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times. Hit a good shot and think you’re ready for the PGA, hit a bad 
shot and want to give up golf. They can learn some things from Bud 
and Hunter who went through the same things when they were 18. 

“Golf is a game where the players fit in with each other. For 
instance, Cory is from Houston and Bobby is from Mobile, but they 
have been competing against one another for years and had become 
friends and competitors before they got here.” 


SARAH DEMEO & DIANDRA MILLINER, 
GYMNASTICS 


From time to time youth results in a dilemma. Each week the 
SEC selects a number of “Player of the Week” honorees, including 
various categories for freshmen. But what if the outstanding 
performance is by a freshman? It happens. 

Late this season when the SEC looked at the performances of 
gymnasts from the previous week, a pair of Crimson Tide freshmen 
were the standouts. And so, Alabama freshman Sarah DeMeo was 
named the SEC Gymnast of the Week and Diandra Milliner was 
named SEC Freshman of the Week for their performances in a win 
over LSU. Both had been selected earlier in the season for Freshman 
of the Week. 

Alabama was the only team this season to have gymnasts earn 
both honors in the same week. 

“Both Sarah and Diandra had an outstanding night,” Alabama 
Coach Sarah Patterson said of the honorees. “They have both have 
been extremely receptive to making adjustments throughout the 
season to help their team be successful and on Friday their spark 
helped carry us through to a great team performance. 

DeMeo posted career-best scores in the all-around, balance 
beam and floor exercise against LSU, winning the first all-around of 
her collegiate career with a 39.450 and her fourth balance beam 
title with a 9.950. Both scores were the best in the conference. The 
Overland Park, Kansas, native led the Tide to a 196.950 in its win 
over the Tigers, the highest team total of the week in the league. 
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“That was the best meet Sarah has had all season,” Patterson 
said. “Her balance beam routine was near perfect and when she had 
a chance to step in on the floor exercise, she made the most of it. 
I’m so proud of her and the way she has embraced our team’s goals 
and focus as her own.” 

Milliner won the vault and floor exercise against LSU, posting a 
career-high 9.975 on the vault and 9.925 on the floor exercise. Both 
scores were the highest in the conference that week for those events. 
She was ranked second in the nation on the vault and eighth on the 
floor exercise and anchors a vault lineup that is ranked number one 
nationally. The Wichita, Kansas, native in the league's top ranked 
freshman on both the vault and floor. 

“Diandra continues to use that huge vault to add an exclamation 
mark to our lineup,” Patterson said. “She is a true competitor in 
every sense of the word and it showed against LSU. She has done 
everything we've asked of her and has added a great spark to our 
lineup since joining us in January.” 

Alabama expected freshmen to contribute this year, and 
contribute they did. Nearly 40 per cent of routines were performed by 
the eight freshmen who joined the program this season. DeMeo was 
the leader in freshmen routines, followed by Milliner. 

As Alabama prepared for championship season, Patterson 
proclaimed her team’s growth from pre-season practice as “one of the 
biggest transformations of a team that I’ve witnessed.” 

Bama had been pre-season number two in the nation, but fell 
out of the top 10. By NCAA Championship season the Tide was back 
in contention, the nation’s number two seed and SEC champion. 

Patterson said the freshmen had “gone from a ‘me’ mentality to 
a ‘we’ mentality.” 

She explained. Not that they were bad athletes or kids. It’s the 
environment that the elite program places them in where everything 
is about what you do: If you're on the national team. Where you 
finish at the championships of the USA. Are you on the world 
championship team?” 

Patterson is glad they are part of her team. | 
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BASKETBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


BAMA MAKES 


BEST OF IT 


Denied an NCAA berth, Tide wins in NIT 


history of taking people who appear to be 

less than competent at their regular jobs, 
and then giving them additional responsibilities, 
such as chairman of the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament Selection Committee. Gene Smith, 
the athletics director at Ohio State, where the 
latest scandal is a head football coach withholding 
information about extra benefits violations by his 
players, heads up the NCAA Selection Committee. 
Smith looked like a man distracted as he tried to 
explain why Alabama (among others) was passed 
over for the tournament that included 11 Big East 
representatives, seven from his Big Ten, and UAB. 

Alabama had blemishes, he said. As if none of 
the 68 teams in the tournament did. They didn’t get 
enough votes from the committee that included no 
SEC representatives, he said. He even mentioned 
Bama’s “style,” but of course explained nothing. 

And so Alabama with a 12-4 record in the 
Southeastern Conference, second only to Florida in number of league 
wins, was left out of the NCAA Tournament. Alabama, the easy 
winner of the SEC Western Division, was left out of the tournament. 
Alabama, winner of two games within a week over Georgia, was left 
out of the tournament while Georgia was invited. 

Smith had a goody for that one. “A lot of people give high priority 
to head-to-head results,” he said, insinuating that he and his committee 
are above being misled by such in determining the merits of two teams. 

Alabama beat Kentucky and Alabama beat Tennessee in 
Knoxville. Kentucky and Tennessee (which battles with Ohio State for 
scandal headlines) were in the tournament. 

Try as he might, though, Gene Smith couldn’t completely ruin 
the season for Coach Anthony Grant’s Crimson Tide. 

No one would suggest that going to the NIT is better than going 
to the NCAA Tournament. The NIT is not what Alabama wanted. 
Bama thought it had done enough to make the NCAA. But when that 
didn’t materialize, the Crimson Tide had to make the best of its lot. 

And, really, whose players will have had a more satisfying 
finish: Alabama's players completing their season in the mecca of 
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basketball, New York’s Madison Square Garden, 
or a team like UAB getting blasted in Dayton in a 
play-in game to make the tournament? Actually, 
it’s a stretch to say a team like UAB selected for a 
play-in game was really in the NCAA Tournament. 

Alabama was able to inflate its regular 
season record of 21-11 with a 4-1 record in the 
NIT. Three of those wins came in Tuscaloosa, 
against Coastal Carolina, New Mexico, and Miami. 
Those three wins made Alabama 19-0 in Coleman 
Coliseum this season, a Crimson Tide record. 

In New York, Alabama got a clutch last- 
second basket from Trevor Releford to defeat the 
other number one seed making it to Madison 
Square Garden, Colorado, 62-61. The Buffaloes, 
like Alabama, thought they had been unfairly 
left out of the NCAA Tournament. Wichita State 
shocked Washington State by 31 points in the 
other semifinals game. 

The book on Alabama was that the Tide would 
go one of two ways after the NCAA snub. Bama either would sulk, and 
go quickly, or the Tide would respond to the opportunity. Although in 
the end Alabama was defeated by Wichita State for the championship, 
it was a good experience. After having started the season 5-6, the loss 
in the final game of the year was only the sixth since January 1. Bama 
went 20-6 in its final 26 games to finish 25-12. 

There is an argument that the NIT experience doesn’t help a 
team the next year, but that position is based on numbers. 

There is a lot more to it than that. Is the team ascending or 
decending? Is it senior driven or have strong players who will be 
returning? How is the coaching? 

Given that JaMychal Green began playing his best basketball 
after an early season suspension by Coach Anthony Grant, and given 
that Green has said he will return next season, Bama looks like a well- 
coached team with most of its guns returning, a team on the upswing. 

Coaches who miss out on the NCAA Tournament are almost 
always pleased with the opportunity to keep playing in the NIT. 

“It is important for our program,” Grant said. “Any time you 
can get that type of exposure, it is important. In our games (against 
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Coastal Carolina and New Mexico), we were the only game on 
television in the nation in that time slot. It gave recruits a chance 
to see us play on television, or to come here (Coleman Coliseum) 
and see the atmosphere. And the atmosphere was great in terms of 
excitement, passion, and noise, which is just the way we want to 
present our program.” 

If there was one disappointment in the basketball season other 
than the team being left out of the NCAA Tournament it was Anthony 
Grant not being selected SEC Coach of the Year. But there was a good 
reason for it. Somehow, Billy Donovan at Florida, a two time national 
championship coach, had never been selected SEC Coach of the 
Year. Certainly, he was deserving this year and overdue from previous 
years. What Donovan did was take a team that had five starters back 
from a 2010 NCAA Tournament team and, as expected, win the 
SEC championship. What Grant did was take a team that was picked 
third in the SEC Western Division and ninth overall in the SEC and 
finish second overall in the league, including a 5-3 record against the 
Eastern Division that put five teams in the NCAA Tournament. 

Donovan is an outstanding coach and his selection was not 
controversial, but basically what he did was what he was expected to 
do. The Gators had been a unanimous pre-season choice to win the 
conference. It was unfortunate for Alabama and for Grant that Donovan 
finally got his recognition in a year in which Grant also had very strong 
credentials as he coached Bama to a 12-4 record, easily the second 
best mark in the SEC, one win away from a co-championship with 
Florida. That’s some coaching job that went unrewarded. 

The only SEC teams with more wins than Alabama this season 
were Florida and Kentucky. Alabama had its 25" 20-win season and 
its 16 season with a perfect home court record. 

Alabama did get a little recognition. JaMychal Green, a 6-8, 
228-pound junior from Montgomery, was first team All-SEC as the 
coaches voted eight-member teams for first and second team All-SEC 
and Freshman All-SEC and a five-man defensive team. 
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Tony Mitchell, a 6-6, 210-pound sophomore from Swainsboro, 
Georgia, was second team. 

Alabama’s starting point guard, Trevor Releford, 6-1, 180, from j 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas, was named to the Freshman All-SEC team. 

In the “Go Figure” Department, the SEC coaches did not select 
one Alabama player to the All-SEC Defensive Team. Alabama led the 
SEC in scoring defense, field goal percentage defense, and steals. 
Individually in steals, Tony Mitchell ranked third in the SEC, Trevor 
Releford fourth, Senario Hillman seventh, JaMychal Green eighth, 
and Chris Hines 10*. In blocked shots, Green was fifth, Hines 10", 
and Mitchell 13". 


TIDE WOMEN ALSO HAVE NICE FINISH 


The Alabama women’s basketball team of Coach Wendell 
Hudson was up, then down, then closed the season well. 

The Crimson Tide women's team finished with an 18-15 record, 
Bama’s first winning season since the 2001-02 season. As the men;s 
team, Alabama made it into the National Invitation Tournament, 
in the case for the Tide women the WNIT. It was the fourth time 
Alabama has made it into the WNIT. 

Whereas the Alabama men's team played three home games to 
start NIT play, the Crimson Tide had to go on the road for its first three 
games. Bama did well in going to Memphis and winning and then 
going to Northwestern and winning. The third road trip in short order 
resulted in Alabama being ousted from the tournament at Toledo. 

The biggest achievement for the Tide women was probably a 
change of venue. After 20 seasons in Coleman Coliseum, Alabama 
moved to newly-renovated Foster Auditorium on February 13. The 
move seemed to inspire the Tide, which won four of its final five 
regular season games, including home wins over Florida and Ole Miss 
and road victories at Auburn and Arkansas. 

Alabama’s 92 points in the win over Arkansas on February 27 
marked the most points the Tide has scored in an SEC game since 
February 7, 2002. 

Alabama collected votes in the Associated Press poll for the first time 
since the 2000-01 season Bama had been mentioned in the rankings. 

The Crimson Tide was led by senior Tierney Jenkins, who was 
unanimous All-SEC and was also selected by the coaches to the All- 
SEC Defensive Team. At the Junkanoo Jam she was all-tournament. 

Jenkins is one of three players to rank in the top 10 in Alabama 
history in points, rebounds, steals and blocks. She is sixth in points 
(1,535), third in rebounds (1,036), third in steals (244) and eighth 
in blocks (79). 

Jenkins had a school record 20 double-doubles (double figures in 
both scoring and rebounding), which ranked in the top 10 in the nation. 

Jenkins had quite the senior season as she led the SEC in 
rebounds with 10.9 boards per game and ranked second in points 
(15.7) per game and steals per game (2.9). Jenkins recorded a 
career-high 31 points against Auburn and collected nine steals versus 
Florida, which tied the Bama record. 

Kaneisha Horn was selected for the Freshman All-SEC team and 
was also all-tournament at the Junkanoo Jam. 

Junior Ericka Russell tied the Alabama record for three-pointers 
in a game with eight against Arkansas. 

Jenkins became the 17th All-SEC first team selection for the “ 
Crimson Tide, and first since Dominique Canty in 1999, and the first 
Defensive Team member in program history, while Horn is the seventh 
All-Freshman Team honoree for Alabama. lai} 
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BASKETBALL RECRUITING BY CARY L. CLARK 


HELP ON THE WAY 


Anthony Grant off to good start, and still working 


would like to see improved when the 2011-12 edition of his Crimson 
Tide hits the floor. Not the least of these is outside shooting. 

There is good news: help is on the way. Alabama basketball 
recruiting is alive and well. 

Of the four players already signed for next season, two are 
considered outstanding perimeter shooters. The legend of Phenix 
City’s Rodney Cooper has far outgrown the boundaries of his home 
Russell County. The 6-6 swingman broke many a zone this year, and 
that’s a trend Grant wants to see continue in Tuscaloosa. Cooper 
averaged an eye-popping 32 points per game this year, mostly from 
long range. He broke the 50 mark at least twice. Cooper will only get 
better, but whether that better translates to a Mykal Riley or a Reggie 
Miller remains to be seen. 

Cooper's close friend and fellow signee Levi Randolph had a 
good senior year at Madison's Bob Jones High. Randolph played on a 
more balanced scoring squad (including Tide football pledge Reggie 
Ragland, an auspicious hoopster in the paint). Randolph averaged 
20.3 points, six rebounds and two assists his senior year, and also 
can hit from downtown. He was named Alabama’s Gatorade Boys 
Basketball Player of the Year. 

Randolph can play the either the shooting guard or small forward 
position at the next level. He is an above-average passer who can 
drive to the bucket and dunk, or pull and shoot the three-pointer or 
mid-range jump shot. Randolph, like most high school players, needs 
to gain strength for the rigors of the SEC, but Grant's strength and 
conditioning coach, Andy Weigel, will help there. He also needs a 
little work on his ball-handling, but is a gym rat so that will come. He 
is a solid student in the classroom, which will help him with hoops 
film study at the SEC level. 

Randolph announced in late March on his Twitter account that 
he had accepted an invitation to compete on the Bob Jones track 
team for the first time. It's not known yet just what events he will 
compete in, but good guesses are the high jump and the long jump. 
Randolph has good basketball speed, too, so he could also see some 
time in the sprints. 

The other two fall signees, big men Nick Jacobs of Atlanta and 
Moussa Gouye of Senegal by way of Lakeland College in Mattoon, 
Illinois, had vastly different seasons. Gouye was bothered by an 
injury and was not cleared to play until over half his team’s season 
had elapsed. When he inquired about a medical redshirt, his junior 
college coach suspended him, meaning he got that redshirt and will 
have three years to play three in Tuscaloosa. 

During his freshman season at Lakeland, the 7-1, 250-pound 
Gouye averaged 10.3 points, 8.7 rebounds and 3.5 blocks. He had 


T here are several areas Alabama Basketball Coach Anthony Grant 


planned to sign with Valparaiso before taking the Bama offer. 

The book on Gouye is like that of most tall players from his native 
Senegal. He is a presence in the paint, but can also hit the 12-footer 
if the opportunity presents itself. For a man his size, he has quick feet 
defensively, and plays with high energy, which makes him an effective 
rebounder and shot-blocker. He, too, needs more weight room work, 
and he will get that. A former SEEDS (Sports &Education for Economic 
Development in Senegal) member, he has been exposed to a high level of 
basketball and solid coaching. 

Jacobs, considered a true power forward at 6-8, 255, did 
play this year and played even better than he did as a junior when 
he averaged 22 points, 11 boards. This year those numbers rose 
to 23 and 13. Great hands and good footwork are his trademarks 
offensively. His jump-hook is very hard to stop, especially since he 
is a lefty. He runs the floor well. Jacobs, according to scouts, needs 
to work a bit on his motor and being more consistent in rebounding. 
With the loss of Chris Hines this year and JaMychal Green next year, 
Jacobs fills a need in the paint for Grant. 

Word from Atlanta is that Jacobs may be away from the game 
of basketball a while before he reports to Tuscaloosa this summer. 
That’s due to his suffering an injury to his hand in a pick-up game. 
The big man fractured his fourth metacarpal in his hand in a fall. He 
was expected to be out six to eight weeks but hoped to be playing 
again by the time he graduates at the end of May. 

The Crimson Tide had its eyes on two national recruits for 
the April signing period that was to begin April 13. One, post man 
Angelo Chol of San Diego, selected the “other UA,” Arizona. Alabama 
continues in strong contention for the other national prospect, 
Huntsville Butler star Trevor Lacey. Lacey averaged 32 points per 
contest and led his team to the Alabama 4A title. 

Lacey is seen as a true two-guard who can fill in at the point if 
need be. He does not take bad shots, and has shown the ability to knock 
down open and contested shots from the perimeter. Whether coming off 
screens, dribbling off ball-screens, or spotting up Lacey has a soft stroke 
with good range. He does not excel as a primary ball-handler. 

Lacey has a final five of Alabama, Kentucky, Auburn, Baylor and 
Connecticut, but this is believed to be an Alabama-Kentucky battle. 
Grant or a staff member attended many of Lacey’s games this year, 
including a pair of football games where Grant drove to Huntsville 
and stood on the sidelines to let the star know he cared. Suffice it to 
say that Kentucky Coach John Calipari did not go to such extremes. 

Lacey was an unofficial visitor at Alabama's NIT quarterfinal 
win over Miami. He signed autographs for young fans, and had his 
photo made with former Tide wide receiver Julio Jones. He may select 
Kentucky, but Alabama has made a serious move up his list. 
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"BAMA Magazine/Bamamag.com was able to see Lacey (along 
with two other top recruits) at the Alabama High School Athletic 
Association's Final 48 event at the Birmingham Jefferson Civic 
Center. The following is an excerpt from the story on Lacey's 
semifinal game, a 64-42 win over Midfield. 

Suffice it to say, on my first time seeing him play live, Lacey did 
not disappoint. Here’s his line score on what was an off day shooting 
wise: 6-16 from the floor, 1-7 on 3’s, 6-7 at the line, six rebounds, 
five assists, two steals and a block. 

“My teammates are always open,” said Lacey. “I'm usually 
knocking down shots, but today that wasn’t always the case. My 
teammates got open, and | found them.” 

Said Butler Coach Jack Doss: “Trevor Lacey’s the best player 
that’s ever been in this state. He’s so unselfish. You're talking about 
somebody that’s been double-teamed all year, and he’s still shooting 
over 50 per cent from the field. 

“He knows the difference between a good shot and a bad shot.” 

Probably the only negative came with Butler up 17 points 
late in the third period, when Lacey picked up a technical foul. 

His competitiveness got the best of him. It happens. To his credit, 
Lacey bit his lip and said/did nothing on what could have been an 
intentional foul against him with 1:43 left. 

Wasting no time, Lacey bombed a trey from deep in the right 
corner just 11 seconds into the game. He stroked a pair of free 
throws 90 seconds later. Later in the period, the explosive Lacey 
threw down an explosive two-handed slam on a fast break. He is that 
rare combination of an explosive player with a sweet stroke. Even 
Lacey’s misses seem to be all of the in-and-out variety. The words 
“brick” and air ball” don’t seem to be in his hoops vocabulary. 

Lacey is an unselfish player. He’s out there to score, but he 
has no problem dishing to an open teammate. He was credited with 
five assists, and could have had at least two more had fellow Rebels 
converted shots off his passes. That said, the 6-4 star is NOT a point 
guard. He is too good on the wing, whether slashing to the cup or 
pulling up for three. That said, Lacey can bring the ball up against 
the press, another plus. 

Defensively, he gets steals with his quick hands, and is okay 
with drawing a charge, too. 

Midfield (21-9) fought and scrapped with Butler, but the Rebels 
are just too talented. Lacey's got plenty of help, starting with his 
head coach, the venerable Jack Doss. Doss, who wears a tie to every 
game, has coached plenty of great players through the years. Names 
like Buck Johnson (Hayes High, Alabama) and Howard Pride (Butler, 
Vanderbilt) come to mind. 

Lacey acknowledged he would wait until at least April 13, when 
spring signing week begins. “I’ve talked to guys who are in college 
now, and they say it’s best to wait to see what everyone has to offer.” 

Should Lacey’s ACT not come up to speed, he said he would 
consider beginning a career overseas “because | love basketball so 
much. | think my ACT will be fine, though.” 

Point guard Justin Pride (Howard’s younger brother) is a 
mid-major type guy at 5-10. He scored 11 and had four assists. 
Teammate Robert Steele is a 6-6, powerfully built ninth-grader who 
doesn’t get a lot of minutes now, but has a great future. 

The top in-state recruit on Bama’s 2012 board is Carver- 
Montgomery junior Craig Sword, who was also on the Final 48 watch 
list. Here’s an excerpt from the article that ran on BamaMag.com: 

The 6-3 Sword entered the game against (eventual state champion) 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest averaging 23.7 points per game. Hillcrest outlasted 
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Carver, 54-50. Sword had 15 points on 5-11 field goals, 1-3 behind the 
arc, two boards, two steals, two assists, and three turnovers. 

Though Sword bears a slight facial resemblance to Kobe Bryant, 
he doesn't yet take over games at will. He can at times, according 
to those who've seen him throughout his career. He plays hard, and 
seems to pride himself on defense. 

Said former Alabama player James Jackson, who coaches Sword 
at Carver, “Craig Sword is one of our two three-point shooters. He can 


drive, too. First half, they got him all tangled up when he went inside. 


Second half, he got his legs under him, got a little stronger going to 
the basket, and made the officials make some calls.” 

Here’s the take from Hillcrest Coach Scott Suttles: “Craig 
Sword’s incredible. | can see why he’s really, really highly regarded. 
We really wanted to make him a jump-shooter today. He had 15 
(points), and they were all hard-earned.” 

Alabama has Sword atop it’s 2012 in-state board. 

As far as underclassmen to watch, one of the state’s top 
quarterback prospects for the class of 2013 is 6-4 Carver sophomore 
Jeremy Johnson, who can hoop, too. He scored eight, but came in 
averaging 21 points. 

Other recruits said to be high on Grant's list for the 2012 class 
include 6-foot-6 guard Marcus Hunt of College Park, Georgia. The 
sweet shooter averaged 26 points, 13 boards and seven assists as a 
junior. Hunt has Bama in his top five. 
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Hunt was quoted as saying, “Coach Grant is a good coach. He’s 
going to make you work. Sometimes you can go to him and ask him 
things that you need help with. He’s like a father, both on the court 
and off the court.” 

Hunt and Grant are both originally from the Miami area. In 
recruiting, every little connection helps. 

Perhaps the 2012 recruit with a Tide offer with the most intriguing 
name is Saginaw, Michigan, forward Jordan Haire (6-8, 210). 

Believe it or not, the Tide staff is already working the 2013 class 
very hard, and has commitments from two rising juniors. They are 6-1 
point guard Jaren Sina of Gladstone, New Jersey, and 6-8, 200-pound 
forward Shannon Hale of Johnson City, Tennessee. Sina is seen as the 
eventual successor to current Tide point guard Trevor Releford. 

“| felt real comfortable with the coaches,” he said. “It’s a great 
situation. | broke down the schools involved and the situation there 
seemed the best.” 

Though Sina had several games over 30 points this season, he 
is also known as an assist man, and reminds some of former Duke 
guard Bobby Hurley. 

Hale is built much like former Tide star Robert Horry was at this 
juncture of his high school career. His game is not far off, either. 

“| was really happy with everything | saw,” Hale said. “I 
love Coach Grant’s coaching style and the way his teams play on 
the court. | like an up-tempo style of play and really have a good 
relationship with Coach (John) Brannen.” 

Hale plays on the AAU circuit with Charlie Benson’s Tennessee 
Travelers program. Benson says Hale can run the floor, faces up to 12 
feet and has plenty of room to improve his strength and skill. 

Two others to watch are Jimmie Taylor of Greensboro, who Bama 
leads for early, and Florida native Chris Walker, who Bama is trying 
to get in the mix with. Taylor (6-9, 205) led his team to a state title 
and was the subject of a BamaMag.com story from the tournament in 
Birmingham. Here is a part of that article: 

Greensboro is known for its catfish ponds, but the biggest fish 
to come out of this small town in Hale County might be a tenth grade 
basketball player. Not a lot of high school basketball players stand 
a legitimate 6-feet-9 inches, particularly in their sophomore year. 
Greensboro High School has such a fellow. He’s Jimmie Taylor, and 
he entered Wednesday night's Class 3A semifinal game averaging 
nine points, and an impressive 5.4 blocked shots per game. To get to 
Birmingham, the Raiders had to beat top-ranked Sumter County. In 
that contest, Taylor swatted nine shots, the difference in an overtime 
win. He’s not the team's go-to scorer in the post, yet, but rest assured 
opposing coaches have to game-plan against him because of the way 
Taylor patrols the paint for Coach Earlando Courtney, who had plenty 
of praise post-game for his big man. 

“He's responsible for anywhere from (minus) 20 to 25 points per 
game, just with his presence,” said Courtney. “I’m counting blocks 
and disruptions. When you've got a 6-9 monster behind you, you can 
get beat (by your man) and still be okay.” 

Taylor registered six points, eight rebounds, and two blocks. 
(Media had him with five blocks unofficially.) He showed he can play 
either the high or low post. On one possession, he nailed a 15-foot 
free throw line jumper. On another, he collected an offensive board 
and feathered it in from two feet, using no glass but also avoiding 
going over the back of a much shorter defender. 

| came into the game thinking | would see what amounts to a young 
Roy Rogers -- the former Alabama/NBA player, not the movie cowboy. 
Was that the case? Hard to say, since | didn’t see Rogers play until he 


got to Alabama. What | saw Rogers do was get better every year until by 
the time he was a senior, he was one of America’s top centers. 

That's what | think Taylor will do -- at the high school level. He 
has more weight now (210 pounds) than Rogers did as an Alabama 
freshman -- about 20 pounds more. 

Alabama is said to be in very good shape with Taylor. 

OTHER UNDERCLASSMEN TO WATCH: For Greensboro, 5-10 
sophomore guard Donald King scored eight points and averaged 11 
a game. For Carbon Hill, 5-foot-10 sophomore Tylor Owens scored 
18, and averaged 12.3 for the season. In addition, ninth-grader 
Brandon Smith (already 6-3) chipped in 11 points and seven boards, 
including a pair of finishes on alley-oop slams. 

Bear in mind not every prospect mentioned is of the SEC variety. This 
event is attended by juco coaches, and a few from mid-major schools. 

Evan Daniels of Scout.com recently spoke to Walker, who 
already has a top five. Here’s what Daniels learned: 

Chris Walker may just be a sophomore. But he's not an ordinary 
sophomore. The 6-foot-8, 190-pound combo forward has already 
established himself as one of the top talents in the 2013 class. 

Playing for Bonifay (Florida) Holmes County, Walker strung 
together an impressive season averaging 26 points, 14 rebounds, 
eight blocks, five assists and three steals per outing. 

“The season went good,” Walker told Scout.com. “We went 26- 
5. We made it to the elite eight. We had a pretty good season; way 
better than | did as a freshman.” 

What was the difference between his freshman and 
sophomore seasons? 

“It probably was confidence,” Walker said. “There were two 
games where | knocked down free throws for us to win, so | definitely 
think it was confidence.” 

Walker, who ranks No. 7 at the power forward spot and No. 21 
in the 2013 rankings, describes himself as a versatile forward. 

“l’m a 6-8 combo forward that can either post you up or get 
to the basket,” he said. “I’m probably one of the better transition 
players in the country.” 

College coaches began taking notice of Walker last year. He’s 
drawn attention from the likes of Kentucky, Florida State, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Georgia Tech, Kansas and Ohio State. 

According to Walker, Florida and Florida State are the two schools 
that have offered. “I’ve taken a lot of visits to Florida State,” he said. 
“But | haven't really started taking a lot of visits yet. I'm about to.” 

Although the process just started, Walker said he’s already 
developed a top list of schools. “The top five that | like is Kentucky, 
Florida, Florida State, Kansas and Ohio State,” he said. 

One 2012 target likely to draw a great amount of interest on 
the spring and summer AAU circuit is Starkville (Mississippi) High 
School big man Gavin Ware. The 6-8, 252-pound center has been 
out of action since just after the Christmas holiday because of a knee 
injury, but he is looking forward to getting back into competition 
when the AAU season gets going. Ware says his top three are 
Alabama, Mississippi State, and Georgetown, in no certain order. 

And, in the you-can-never-start-too-early department, a mini- 
buzz arose among those who follow Tide hoops recruiting at the last 
home NIT game. Fans saw a tall young man being shown around and 
wondered who it could be. A quick "BAMA Magazine investigation 
revealed that it ws 6-6 2015 prospect Danjel Purifoy, a 6-6 forward 
who played varsity as an 8th-grader at Bibb County High School, 
about 30 miles from Tuscaloosa. 

Follow the spring recruiting season at BamaMag.com. | 
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GYMNASTICS BY ‘BAMA STAFF 


ULTIMATE PACKAGE 


Hoffman gets top SEC honors in helping Tide to title 


Patterson had achieved everything they could in the sport. But 

until this year, no Southeastern Conference gymnast had ever 
been named both the SEC Gymnastics Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
and the SEC Gymnast of the Year. 

Check that off. 

Kayla Hoffman is accustomed to being honored. Prior to this 
year’s SEC Gymnastics meet, Hoffman was named one of 12 finalists 
for the H. Boyd McWhorter Postgraduate Scholarship, given annually 
to the Southeastern Conference's Scholar-Athlete of the Year. A 
couple of days later Hoffman helped the Crimson Tide to its seventh 
SEC title and the second of her career. She clinched Alabama's 
championship by winning the vault with a 9.95, the highest score of 
the meet on any event. 

After the senior from Union, New Jersey, was presented with her 
vault championship, but before she and her teammates came forward 
to claim the SEC team trophy, Hoffman was called up to the award 
stand twice more. More hardware for being the Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year and the Gymnast of the Year in the conference. 

“| think I'm still in shock, it's just so surreal right now,” 
Hoffman said after the meet. “We are so excited. It was just so fun. 
I'm so glad that we stayed together as a team and had fun and didn’t 
worry about the outcome, because the outcome took care of itself.” 

“Kayla is the ultimate package as a student-athlete,” Patterson 
said. “To have a perfect 4.0 grade point average, to represent all 
these great institutions in the Southeastern Conference as their 
Scholar-Athlete and then to be the gymnast of the year, it doesn’t get 
any better than this.” 

Hoffman's honor marks the sixth time an Alabama gymnast has 
been named the SEC Gymnast of the Year and the first since Jeana 
Rice in 2003. Prior to that, Andreé Pickens earned the title in 2000, 
2001 and 2002 while Meredith Willard earned the honor in 1997. 

Hoffman is the second UA gymnast to be named SEC 
Gymnastics Scholar-Athlete of the Year, following Michelle Reeser, 
who took home the honor in 2005. 

Alabama was ranked second in the nation going into the SEC 
Championship Meet. The problem was, fellow SEC member Florida 
was ranked number one. But Bama came through, outscoring the 
Gators by a quarter of a point. 

Following the meet, Patterson said, “Our focus tonight was one 
routine at a time. Our ladies really didn’t focus on anything outside 
the team; they didn’t even know until | told them that they were 
the SEC Champions. | hope this team knows now that they can do 
anything they set their mind to.” 

The Crimson Tide finished the meet with a 197.225 but had 
to wait on a bye during the championship’s final rotation to learn 
their fate with the Gators right behind them and headed to the vault. 
In the end, the Gators came up just short, taking second with a 
196.975, followed by Georgia in third with a 196.650. 


0 ne might suspect that Alabama gymnasts under Coach Sarah 


Uneversity of Alabama 


“The thing about this team is that where we started is so far 
away from where are now, but it’s been one of the most enjoyable and 
rewarding years of our careers,” Patterson said. 

Hoffman won her first SEC title, taking top honors on the vault 
with a 9.95. Junior Geralen Stack-Eaton also took home conference 
gold for the first time, winning the balance beam and floor exercise 
with matching 9.925s. Hoffman and Stack-Eaton tied for third in the 
all-around, 39.350. 

Taking a slim lead into its final event, the vault, Alabama 
finished strong with a meet-best 49.5. Stack-Eaton and sophomore 
Marissa Gutierrez both scored 9.9s while Hoffman's 9.95 added an 
exclamation point to the Tide’s championship efforts. 

Alabama started the meet off with a 49.150 on the uneven 
bars led by Hoffman’s 9.875 in the anchor spot and 9.85s from 
sophomore Ashley Sledge and freshman Sarah DeMeo. The Tide 
followed that up with a standout balance beam rotation, scoring a 
meet-best 49.225, led by Stack-Eaton’s 9.925 and 9.9s from DeMeo 
and freshman Kim Jacob. 

On the floor exercise, Stack-Eaton’s 9.925 led the Tide to a 49.350. 
Sledge added a 9.9 while Jacob and Gutierrez both went 9.875. 

After bringing home its seventh SEC championship, seven Tide 
gymnasts earned All-SEC honors. 

“It took a total team effort to win our seventh SEC 
Championship and | think the fact that so many of our ladies were 
named AII-SEC is a real testament to that point,” Patterson said. 
“Everyone played her part; everybody contributed.” 

Hoffman and Stack-Eaton were both named first team All-SEC. 

Sophomores Gutierrez and Sledge were second team, earning 
the first All-SEC honors of their careers. 

It was Hoffman’s fourth time to earn All-SEC recognition and the 
second for Stack-Eaton who was named Freshman All-SEC in 2009, 
the last time Alabama won an SEC team title. 

Alabama gymnasts made up half of the Freshman All-SEC team 
this season with Diandra Milliner, DeMeo and Jacob all earning the 
honor. All three women were also named second team All-SEC, 

“| think it speaks volumes about the contributions our freshmen 
have made this season that Sarah, Kim, and Diandra were not only named 
Freshman All-SEC, but second team All-SEC,” Patterson said. “They have 
competed like veterans all season and Saturday was no exception.” 

All-SEC teams were based on finish at the SEC Championship. 
The individual event champions and the top three place finishers 
in the all-around were named First Team All-SEC, while the event 
runner-up and next three finishers in the all-around were named to 
the second team. The top freshman finisher and top three rookies in 
the all-around were named Freshman All-SEC. 

Alabama was to continue championship competition as the 
overall number two seed in the NCAA and the number one seed 
in the Regionals event scheduled for Tuscaloosa April 2. and the 
national championship meet in Cleveland April 15-17. a 
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TRACK&FIELD BY ‘BAMA STAFF 
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A labama Men’s Track & Field Coach Anthony Grant is 


winding up his career this spring. The former Olympic 
sprinter knows something about speed, and his final team 
has two of the world’s fastest men. 

Bama finished the indoor season with a national champion 
as senior mid-distance ace Fred Samoei edged Connecticut's 
Michael Rutt by 0.04 second to win the NCAA championship in 
the 800-meter run in College Station, Texas. 

Despite missing his personal best by over eight tenths of 
a second, Samoei posted a 1:48.33 in the 800m final to bring 
home the national title to Tuscaloosa. Samoei becomes just the 
15th Alabama male athlete to win an individual indoor national 
championship. 

“| am very proud of the indoor campaign we put together 
in 2011,” Glance said. “| was optimistic that we might be able 
to come in (at the NCAA Division | Indoor Championships) and 
place in the top 10. Kirani (James) got tripped up and Emmanuel 
Bor, our anchor, did as well in the distance medley relay, so we 
missed out on points there and finished 22nd.” 

Alabama All-American Kirani James did not finish in the 400 
meter. James still holds the fastest times in the world this year in 
both the 200 and 400. 

“We were all glad to see that Kirani was okay and healthy 
after falling in the 400,” Glance added. “Kamal Fuller did 
a great job this weekend as well, receiving second team All- 
America in his freshman year (with a 14" in the long jump). | 
think we are ready to have a great outdoor season as well.” 

In preliminaries, both James in the 400 and Samoei in the 
800 won their heats 

James clocked the fastest 400 time out of the 16-man field 
with a preliminary time of 46.25. The sophomore, who won the 
national championship in the outdoor 400 last year, won the 
Southeastern Conference indoor 400 with a time of 44.80. 

Samoei set a new Gilliam Indoor Track Stadium record in the 
preliminaries with a time of 1:47.80. fi 
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FOOTBALL BY 'BAMA STAFF 


AND THE NOMINEES ARE... 


Three former Tiders nominated for Hall of Fame 


labama football has a number of 
A prominent members of the National 
Football Foundation Hall of Fame. 

This year the Crimson Tide has another list of 
prominent nominees for possible inclusion. 

The NFF has a ballot of 79 players and 
nine coaches for 2011, and three of those 
players are former Crimson Tide stars. They are: 

e Running back Bobby Humphrey, 
an All-America in 1987 who led the Tide 
to victories in the Aloha Bowl and two Sun 
Bowls. He was Southeastern Conference 
Offensive Player of the Year in 1987. He 
ended his career with what were Bama 
records with 4,958 all-purpose yards and 40 
touchdowns. 

e Defensive tackle Marty Lyons, 
an All-America for the 1978 national 
championship team who is remembered 
in great part for his advice to Penn State 
quarterback Chuck Fusina on a critical 
fourth down play at the Tide goalline in the 
Sugar Bowl. Fusina asked Lyons how much 
the Lions needed and Lyons replied, “About 
10 inches: You'd better pass.” Penn State 
went for it, Bama held, and Lyons was the 
1978 SEC Defensive Player of the Year. He 
helped Bama to four bowl wins and three 
conference championships. 

¢ Linebacker Derrick Thomas, All- 
America and Butkus Award winner in 1988, 
was the legendary Sackman at Alabama. 
He set an SEC record for sacks in a season 
with 27 and finished his Bama career with 
74 tackles for loss. He was the 1988 SEC 
Defensive Player of the Year and was an 
outstanding professional player before dying at 
a young age following an automobile accident. 


More than 12,000 NFF members 
and current Hall of Famers will vote. The 
NFF's Honors Court then deliberates and 
selects the class. Chaired by Gene Corrigan, 
a former ACC Commissioner and NCAA 
president, the 13-member NFF Honors 
Court includes an elite and geographically 
diverse pool of athletics directors, 
conference commissioners, Hall of Famers, 
and members of the media. 

The FBS Hall of Fame Class will be 
announced in May and inducted at The 
National Football Foundation’s Annual 
Awards Dinner on December 6, 2011 at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York. 

This year’s ballot includes several 
notable first time candidates, including 
Marty Lyons and Derrick Thomas. North 
Carolina State tailback Ted Brown is the 
only four-time first-team All-ACC pick in 
league history. Nebraska's Tommie Frazier 
won the 1995 Johnny Unitas Award and 
led the Huskers to back-to-back perfect 
national championship seasons (1994, 95). 
Sandy Stephens became the nation’s first 
African-American All-America quarterback 
and led Minnesota to the 1960 National 
Championship. Arizona defensive lineman 
Rob Waldrop claimed the Bednarik, 
Nagurski and Outland awards in 1993. 
Michigan State running back Lorenzo White 
led the nation in rushing in 1985 while 
earning unanimous All-America honors in 
1985 and consensus honors in 1987. 

To be eligible for the ballot, players must 
have been named a first team All-America by 
a major/national selector as recognized and 
utilized by the NCAA for their consensus All- 
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“It's an enormous honor to just be on the ballot when you America teams; played their last year of intercollegiate football at least 
think that more than 4.79 million people have played college ten years prior; played within the last 50 years; and cannot be currently 
football,” said NFF President & CEO Steven J. Hatchell. “The Hall's playing professional football. Coaches must have coached a minimum 
requirement of being a First Team All-American creates a much of 10 years and 100 games as a head coach; won at least 60 per cent 


smaller pool of only 1,900 individuals who are even eligible to be on of their games; and be retired from coaching for at least three years. If a 
the ballot, so being in today’s group of 79 names means an individual coach is retired and over the age of 70, there is no waiting period. If he 
is truly among the greatest to ever have played the game.” is over the age of 75, he is eligible as an active coach. 
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Of the 4.79 million 
individuals who have played 
college football since Princeton 
first battled Rutgers on 
November 6, 1869, only 882 
players have earned induction 
into the College Football Hall of 
Fame. From the coaching ranks, 
190 individuals have achieved 
Hall of Fame distinction. 


ALREADY ABOARD 


Alabama is well represented 
in the National Football 
Foundation College Football 
Hall of Fame with 22 previous 
inductees. 

Of those, 17 were selected 
as players and five as coaches. 
One coach — Paul “Bear” 
Bryant, was both a player for 
the Crimson Tide (1933-35) 
and a coach (at Maryland, 
Kentucky, Texas A&M and, 
most successfully, at Alabama, 
1958-82). Frank Howard was 
an Alabama player (1928-30), 
but earned his induction as the 
coach at Clemson. 

Wallace Wade (1923-30), 
Frank Thomas (1931-46), 
and Gene Stallings (1990-96) 
were not Alabama alumni, but 
coached the Crimson Tide to 
national championships. 

Former players inducted 
are linebacker Cornelius Bennett 
(1983-86), halfback Johnny 
Mack Brown (1923-25), fullback 
Johnny Cain (1930-32), tailback 
Harry Gilmer (1944-47), 
guard John Hannah (1970- 

72), halfback Dixie Howell 
(1932-34), fullback Pooley 
Hubert (1922-25), end Don 
Hutson (1932-34), linebacker 
Lee Roy Jordan (1960-62), 
linebacker Woodrow Lowe (1972- 
75), center Vaughn Mancha 
(1944-47), halfback Johnny 
Musso (1969-71), tackle Billy 
Neighbors (1959-61), end Ozzie 
Newsome (1974-77), tackle Fred 
Sington (1928-30), quarterback 
Riley Smith (1933-35), and 

2 guard Don Whitmire (1941-42, 
Marty Lyones a. : PS) sthen Navy 1943-44). a 
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HISTORY BY A.P. STEADHAM 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Johnny Davis continues to play...the piano 


at the tender age of 12, not necessarily 

because he wanted to. “My mother 
wouldn't let me play football unless | did 
something in church,” said Davis. “I wasn’t a 
great singer so she made me play the piano in 
a small church in Montgomery, Alabama.” He 
was a natural. “When | touched the keyboard 
| knew | was gifted. | tell kids all the time 
you won't know if you have the talent to do 
anything unless you're exposed to it.” 

Primarily self-taught, Davis adapted 
techniques from musicians traveling though on the 
gospel circuit. The now-eager student practiced 
daily. His father was a custodian at an all-white 
church in Montgomery. “I would go with him to 
help with cleaning but ended up practicing on a 
real nice baby grand piano for three or four hours,” he said. 

Johnny was one of six brothers and four sisters of the late 
Josephine and Edward Davis. “I was always thinking about how | 
would get to that biscuit and gravy,” he said. “By the time | was born 
my parents were too tired for spankings. | never had a spanking and 
never had a chore. My sisters are still mad at me.” 

He matured into a hard charging |-formation tailback for Sidney 
Lanier High School in Montgomery. Scholarship offers flowed. Auburn's 
proximity swayed Mrs. Davis, but her son had other aspirations. A few 
days prior to signing day, Bama Coach Paul Bryant and Assistant Coach 
John Mitchell made the pilgrimage to the capital city. “They took me 
for a ride and offered me a full scholarship,” Davis said. “|! knew that if 
| went to Alabama | would be featured as a fullback in the wishbone. If 
| went to Auburn | would have been just a blocker.” 

After seeing limited action as a freshman, Davis showed promise 
winning the Dixie Howell Memorial Award as the outstanding player 
in the spring game. He flourished leading the Crimson Tide in rushing 
for three consecutive seasons. His efforts earned him All-SEC. He 
capped off his career being named a 1977 second team All-America. 
He was invited to the Senior Bowl. 

The three-year letterman remains the only true fullback in the 
school’s career top ten rushing category ranking eighth with 2,519 yards 
on 447 attempts. More astounding is the career average of 5.6 yards 
per carry (minimum 400 attempts) tied for third all- time. The 6-1, 

235 pound punishing fullback was the first option of the triple threat 
wishbone. His trademark reputation involved tenderizing the interior line 
allowing the quarterback and fleet halfbacks refuge on the edge. Dubbed 
the “Bull,” the constant battering produced three touchdown runs over 
fifty yards as Davis lumbered through the secondary. 

Davis was excited to make his first trek to the Golden State. The 


J ohnny Lee Davis pursued two careers 
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seventh-ranked Crimson Tide journeyed west 

to oppose number one-rated Southern Cal on a 
nationally televised contest from the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum. The pregame marching orders 
from Bryant bolstered the spirits of the underdog 
challengers. “|! had butterflies in my stomach,” 
Davis said. “He told us to be aggressive on the 
first play of the game. How you come off the ball 
on the first snap sends a message and makes an 
impression.” Alabama broke the wishbone on 

two consecutive goal line attempts and unveiled 

a power formation with Davis standing upright as 
a tailback behind fullback Steve Whitman and 
Donnie Faust at right halfback. His third quarter 
two-yard fourth down burst off right tackle gave 
Alabama a 7-3 lead which they never relinquished 
in a dramatic 21-20 upset of the Trojans. 

One of the superb team performances occurred the last time 
Davis donned the crimson and white. The inaugural matchup of 
Alabama and Ohio State was staged in New Orleans on January 2 at 
the Sugar Bowl with the two winningest active coaches leading their 
teams-—Bryant and Woody Hayes. Davis was the game's leading rusher 
with 95 yards on 24 carries and scored the final touchdown against 
the vaunted Buckeye defense featuring All-Americans Tom Cousineau 
at linebacker and middle guard Aaron Brown. “We had Dwight 
Stephenson, a Pro Football Hall of Fame center. He would block two 
guys and | would run over the other two,” said Davis. Alabama won 
35-6 and it was expected the Tide would move up from number two 
to national champion, but Bama finished second as Notre Dame “poll 
vaulted” to the top spot with victory over number one Texas. 

While in Tuscaloosa, Davis mastered a skill that boded well for his 
future. A stern encounter with Bryant emphasized the importance of 
seeking perfection on every play. “I missed a block one time because | 
was goofing off,” Davis said. “He came out of his tower and grabbed me. 
| had to run that same play about five times. It was either Coach Bryant's 
way or the highway. | haven’t missed a block since. | played ten years in 
the NFL and was one of the best blocking backs in history.” 

There were lighter moments with Bryant. Davis once entertained 
a passionate Coleman Coliseum crowd at halftime of the basketball 
game with a piano rendition of “Yeah, Alabama”. “Coach Bryant 
said, ‘John you better quit playing that piano and start playing some 
football.’ | said, ‘Yes sir coach.’” 

He was selected as the 30th overall pick in the second round of 
the 1978 NFL Draft by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Head Coach John 
McKay envisioned the short yard specialist and devastating blocker 
running interference for tailback Rickey Bell. Davis experienced 
the franchise’s inaugural playoff run which ended in the 1980 NFC 
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Championship, losing to the Los Angeles Rams. He fel! out of favor 
with McKay after refusing to play with an ankle injury and was 
subsequently traded after three years from one bay area team Tampa, 
to another, San Francisco. 

Fortunately he caught the eye of Bill Walsh. Coaches tend to 
concentrate on deficiencies, but not the resident NFL genius. Davis 
said, “He wanted to know what you can do so he could keep you on 
the team. A lot of coaches want to know what you can’t do so they 
can get rid of you. | told him I'm a short yardage guy who can block 
and run between the tackles. He would build a game plan utilizing 
the strengths of his players which was a great philosophy.” Davis 
kept his word scoring a two-yard third quarter touchdown on his sole 
rushing attempt in the famous game featuring “The Catch” by Dwight 
Clark. The rising San Francisco 49ers upset “America’s team”, the 
Dallas Cowboys in the 1982 NFC Championship. He fulfilled the 
ultimate gridiron dream by winning Super Bowl XVI against the 
Cincinnati Bengals held at the Pontiac Silverdome. 

During his ten-year NFL tenure, he acquired an assortment of 
nicknames. “When | was with the 49ers any time we were down inside 
the ten yard line | was called in to score touchdowns so they called 
me “Goal-line Johnny”,” he said. Showing up overweight to training 
camp led to his release from the west coast team. Cleveland contacted 
him immediately with an offer. A Heisman Trophy winner and Browns 
teammate tagged the ferocious lead blocker with another moniker. “They 
said | wasn’t going to make the team my fourth year. When | got to 
training camp, | got out of the car hitting people. One time in practice 
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Alabama football means 
championships and All- 


WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 
CRIMSON TIDE 


America players and, for 
many, a man in a houndstooth 
hat, Some 60 Alabama players 
who performed over a 75-year 
period tell us “What It Means 
To Be Crimson Tide.” 

Former Alabama Goach 
Gene Stallings and (BAMA 
Editor Kirk MeNair selected 
players who tell the stories of 
games and practices, coaches 
and teammates, The story 
of “What It Means ‘To Be 
Crimson Tide.” 

Among those featured are 
Harry Gilmer, Bart Starr, Lee 
Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Ken 
Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, Ozzie Newsome, and Jay Barker 

Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and reveals why he did NOT follow Paul 
Bryant as Alabama head football coach in 1983, Kirk McNair inwoduces the players. 

“What It Means To Be Crimson ‘Tide-Gene Stallings and Alabama’s Greatest 
Players” is a hardcover book of over 300 pages in an oversized format with archival 
photographs throughout. To order ($27.95 plus tax, shipping and handling) call 
1-205-345-5074, You may request a personalized autograph from Kirk McNair. 
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they ran the pitch play and | annihilated the defensive back. Charles 
White said, ‘He hits like the B-1 Bomber,’ and that name stuck.” 

He admired Browns Coach Sam Rutigliano, a spiritually devoted 
man who created the “Inner Circle,” a precursor to the Employee 
Assistance Program in the NFL. Players gathered with the anonymous 
support group to discuss any off-the-field issues. “Sam was one of 
my favorite coaches. He was a great leader and a player's coach.” 
He also was complimentary of Marty Schottenheimer who replaced 
“Coach Sam” during the 1984 season. “He said | was one of his 
favorite players.” He reached the AFC Championship but suffered a 
heartbreaking overtime loss to the Denver Broncos in a game known 
for “The Drive” engineered by quarterback John Elway. 

One personal consolation as a member of the Browns was being 
reunited with former Alabama teammate, college roommate, and Omega 
Psi Phi fraternity brother Ozzie Newsome. “It was great to be back 
with Ozzie,” Davis said. “We were best friends in college and still close 
today.” said the physical education/recreation graduate. Davis goes to 
Tuscaloosa every year to participate in Newsome’s charity golf event. 

Davis is a motivational speaker including schools, sales 
meetings, and church gatherings. He makes good use of the lessons 
taught by Paul Bryant. Davis, who is billed as “The Motivator,” said, 
“Coach Bryant always said expect the unexpected. We were never 
surprised in a game. Those same values apply to life. Pay attention to 
the small details. He always talked about the little things. It was real 
simple but they were powerful words he gave us.” 

Davis tells his audience things such as: You can drown in sorrow 
but you can’t drown in sweat. When life knocks you down you have to 
get back up. Circumstances don’t make the man; they reveal the man. 

Traveling, shopping and “eating some good friend chicken” 
are some of his interests. During the spring, he receives invitations 
to golf tournaments around the country. He not only participated in 
the Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children & Women’s golf tournament 
but gave a piano concert accompanied by a gospel choir as part of 
the entertainment portion of the event while in Orlando. He met 
for a 30-year Tampa Bay Buccaneers reunion not long ago and 
enthusiastically anticipates a gathering of the first San Francisco 
49er Super Bowl team to be held this year. Annually he usually 
attends the Super Bowl. He visits the family’s 50-acre farm located 
between Montgomery and Selma occupied by his brother. 

He met his wife, Chery! Fells Davis, in Cleveland where he 
was an Advertising Sales Executive with a cable company for many 
years. A decade ago, his wife was offered an opportunity to return 
to her native New York as a Vice President in Human Resources for 
the Sealed Air Corporation. They lived in New Jersey for five years 
before venturing across the Hudson River to reside in Manhattan’s 
Greenwich Village. He frequents the Greater New York University of 
Alabama Alumni chapter events and stays in touch with former Tide 
players living in the area — Curtis McGriff, Robbie Lee Jones and 
Howard Cross. “I still have the ‘BAMA’ fever,” he proclaimed. 

Davis’s parents rarely attended football games their lives 
revolved around church. Every Sunday, Johnny Davios can be found 
at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Englewood, New Jersey serenading 
the congregation on a Hammond B-3 organ. The accomplished 
gospel and jazz pianist enjoys giving back to the community by 
mentoring kids and participating in youth football camps. “Life has 
been good to me. God has been good to me,” he said. Football and 
music have taken him from Montgomery to Manhattan. Legendary 
American sportscaster Keith Jackson once referred to Davis as “the 
big piano player.” The description still applies. | 
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quarterback Terrelle Pryor, sitting out a* 
the first five games of the year. Head 
coach Jim Tressel has been suspended 
for a school-imposed five games — and 
he may sit out more when the NCAA 
finally decides on his fate. Oregon is 
in the middle of a recruiting services 
_» investigation and a very thin Auburn » | a 
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CAN BRADY HOKE RESURRECT MICHIGAN 
IN HIS FIRST YEAR AS HEAD COACH? 


The Rich Rod era is over. While Michigan fans are still pondering the hiring of 
Brady Hoke, football fans on the West Coast can alleviate most of their uneasiness 
by spouting off what Hoke can — and will — do for a fledgling program. 

Hoke inherited an Aztecs team that finished 2008 ranked No. 114 in total 
defense and No. 99 in total offense. Last year, the team was ranked No. 16 in total 
offense and total defense was ranked No. 44. 

Can Hoke perform the same miracles in Ann Arbor in just one year? Yes. Two 
key factors work in Hoke’s favor. First, Hoke emphasizes fundamentals and mental 
discipline, something the Wolverines lacked last season. And second, Michigan 
returns 20 starters. Their schedule will test them early; Hoke will be facing the 
team he left — San Diego State — and a surging Notre Dame in September. 


WILL FLORIDA BE BACK ON TOP 
IN THE SEC EAST? 


The Gators had a fair amount of success in the SEC East last season, beating 
Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Vanderbilt. But the team lost to South Carolina and 
three other teams from the West were their downfall. This year, Georgia and South 
Carolina look to be the biggest threats to the Gators but before the Gators concern 
themselves with their competition, they first need to address some in-house concerns. 

New head coach Will Muschamp certainly has a lot of talent to work with but 
like Charlie Weis, no NCAA head coaching experience on his resume when he was 
retained as a head coach, which makes him somewhat of a question mark. The 
Gators, who have lost three defensive coordinators in the past two years, return six 
defensive starters, but one of their cornerbacks, Janoris Jenkins, was arrested for 
the second time in 20 months and it’s unclear what his punishment will be. 
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ARE THE FIGHTING IRISH 
OF NOTRE DAME BACK? 


In 2010, the Irish played nine teams that ended 
up bowling, won six of their last eight games and 
spanked Miami in the Hyundai Sun Bowl, 33-17. After 
a second straight top 20 recruiting class and almost 
its entire offense returning, 2011 could be the year 
the Irish win over the naysayers. 

Head coach Brian Kelly will have a quarterback 
dilemma in the spring — does he go with Dayne Crist, 
who is rehabbing from a serious knee injury, or Tommy 
Rees, who went 4-0 as a starter after Crist went down 
with his season-ending injury against Tulsa? Kelly 
also must also improve the woeful rushing offense by 
finding a back who can consistently pound the ball 
and keep opposing defenses honest. 

Defensively, the Irish are in better shape than 
most — they return most of their anchor positions but 
need some help in the very thin secondary. With only 
two returning corners, Robert Blanton and Gary Gray, 
sophomore Lo Wood needs to step up and provide first- 
string quality play as a backup. If Jamoris Slaughter, 
who battled injuries all last season, can stay healthy 
then the lrish should improve last year's numbers. 

Look for the Irish to make a serious run at the BCS 
this year. Their championship-worthy schedule features 
nine bowl teams from last season, but it is top-heavy. If 
they can post six wins by mid-October, their only serious 
threat remaining in November is at Stanford. 


OREGON DUCKS: THE NEW DYNASTY IN THE PAC-12? 


The Ducks not only lost to Auburn in the BCS Championship game but are 
_also currently losing the battle of good public relations after the NCAA asked for 
documents pertaining to the school’s purchasing of services by recruiting scouting 
agencies. Until that matter gets sorted out by the NCAA, we really won't know if this 
is much ado about nothing or a sanction-filled 2011 season. 

Oregon returns some key veteran players but lost linebacker Casey Mathews 
and receiver Jeff Maehl. That aside, the biggest question mark for Oregon is their 
schedule. The Ducks open with LSU (at Arlington, Texas), then host Nevada. They 
also draw USC, Arizona and Arizona State from the Pac-12's South division. The 
Ducks’ last four regular season games are brutal: at Washington, at Stanford, 
hosting USC and then hosting Oregon State in the Civil War rivalry game. 

If the Ducks win the North — a division that includes Stanford and its 
heralded quarterback Andrew Luck — they will have to play the winner of the South 
in the Pac-12 Championship game. History has shown it's difficult to beat the same 
team twice in one season and there is a high likelihood that Oregon will be playing 
one of the Arizona teams or USC if the Trojans win their NCAA appeal. The road to 
back-to-back BCS title games is chock full of potholes. 


IN SEC WEST, IS IT AUBURN AND ALABAMA, 
THEN EVERYONE ELSE? 


The state of Alabama has had plenty to celebrate in the last two years: two 
back-to-back BCS Championships for two different teams. Alabama and Auburn 
have a great rivalry as well — the poisoning of oak trees at Toomer’s Corner by an 
alleged Crimson Tide fan and the Cam Newton scandal have only fanned the flames 
of the fans’ hatred (albeit respectful hatred) of each other. 

Auburn lost Cam Newton and Nick Fairley to the NFL Draft while Alabama lost 
Greg McElroy, Mark Ingram, and Julio Jones. Auburn only returns six starters to 
Alabama’s 17. Auburn will be in a rebuilding year while Alabama will not. 

So what about the rest of the West? Arkansas doesn’t have the services of 
quarterback Ryan Mallet anymore while Ole Miss and MississippigState just aren't 
* “there” yet but will upset a few teams in the SEC. That nes one legitimate 


WHICH COACH’S HOT SEAT IS 
HOTTEST IN THE PAC-12? 


The proverbial hot seat may need to be upgraded 
to a couch for some coaches in the Pac-12. Washington 
State has had a dismal record under Paul Wulff, but 
he’s not necessarily the one to blame. It’s tough to 
recruit athletes to Pullman when that other in-state 
team is in beautiful Seattle and riding a Holiday Bowl 
win over Nebraska. The Cougars are young and there's 
plenty of raw talent, but if they don’t improve to at least 
a .500 team, Wulff may be returning to coach at the 
FCS football level. 

Arizona State has had one winning season since 
Dennis Erickson took over as head coach in 2007. 
Erickson’s reputation as a hired mercenary is well known, 
but so far the Sun Devils haven't made the leap into 
an upper-tiered bowl. Four to five years is normally the 
gauge for re-evaluating a coach’s future — and this is 
Erickson’s fifth. 

Jeff Tedford has made Cal football relevant, 
but the program’s inability to sustain success after 
promising early-season victories has haunted them. 
In 2006, No. 9 Cal fell to Tennessee and climbed 
back to No. 8 late in the season before falling to 
Arizona. The following year, the Bears were ranked 
No. 2 with a 5-0 record and then lost their next six 
of seven games. Do the boosters stick with Tedford 
out of respect for his building a winning program 
in the last nine years or do they demand higher 
expectations and a change? 

The UCLA Bruins head coach Rick Neuheisel’s 
15-22 overallirecord after thr rs pales next to his 
predecessor Karl Dorrell’s 35- 


hg to\Alabama in the West: LSU, With lots of veteran tal {returning on 
ff e ue Al .. 
gpd “S rs could surprise aljgme: ifisa'S \ ood 


ne Bema ed rly Mer 


as a ae 


problem for UCLA is complicated: 


aS sen o 


Kevin C. CoxiGetty 


position retention has been alarming low, the quarterback situation has been fluid for 
years, and the Bruins’ O-line has not been able to consistently pass protect. This year, 
the Bruins have new defensive and offensive coordinators and a promising freshman 
quarterback in Brett Hundley. With Neuheisel taking on the role as quarterback coach, 
it’s all on his shoulders this year. 

In February, Lane Kiffin received a Notice of Allegations from the NCAA 
that in part said he failed “to promote an atmosphere for compliance within the 
football program and [failed] to monitor the activities regarding compliance of 
several assistant football coaches.” While Kiffin is no longer at Tennessee, he is 
head coach at USC, a school currently serving out severe NCAA sanctions including 
30 scholarship reductions over a three-year period and a two-year postseason ban, 


which is currently under appeal. The question is obvious: Should an athletic director 


of a school on probation retain a head coach he never hired if said coach is deemed 
in violation of NCAA rules at another school? 


WILL THERE BE A BCS BUSTER THIS YEAR? 


The squabbling from non-BCS teams getting into a BCS title game will be a 
little more subdued now that former Mountain West Conference member Utah is 
playing in the newly named Pac-12 conference. Brigham Young University’s football 
team will play independently and Texas Christian will be moving to the Big East in 
2012. So which teams will try to make a case for the “Little Sisters of the Poor” 
taking on one of the” Big Boys” in the BCS title game? 

Texas Christian ended its 2010 season with a Rose Bowl victory over Wisconsin 
and will start its 2011 campaign without the veteran leadership of quarterback Andy 
Dalton. The Horned Frogs will be returning less than half of their 2010 squad’s 
veterans on both sides of the ball but still have some key positions nailed down. 

On offense, they return running back Ed Wesley, receiver Josh Boyce and have 
a promising but green quarterback in Casey Pachall. On defense, the Horned Frogs 
will have the services of linebackers Tank Carder and Tanner Brock, but they've got 
some patching up to do on the interior line. 

Can head coach Gary Patterson conjure up a BCS title game berth in TCU’s 
final year as a member of the Mountain West Conference? We're not going to be 
against him but working with only eight veterans will be a challenge. 

Boise State looks promising, especially with senior Kellen Moore returning for his 
final year. But Moore has new quarterback coach Brent Pease after Bryan Harsin left 
Boise State to take over as the Texas Longhorns’ offensive coordinator. 

So far, Moore has made the transition well, but he loses his 
two top targets, Austin Pettis and Titus Young, plus running back 

Jeremy Avery. The Broncos’ defense, specifically the secondary, 
also took a big hit, losing team-leading tackler Jeron Johnson as 
well as Winston Venable and Brandyn Thompson. 
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The Broncos’ conference schedule reflects a 
higher level of difficulty since joining the Mountain 
West Conference — the Broncos will still play Fresno 
State and Nevada, arguably the two toughest teams 
remaining in the WAC this year. Throw in two non- 
conference dates with Georgia and Tulsa, and you have 
a much tougher road to the BCS Bowls. 

Four other teams to keep your eye on are San 
Diego State, Tulsa, SMU and Central Florida. 

San Diego State returns the dynamic duo of 
quarterback Ryan Lindley (seventh ranked passing leader 
in ‘10) and running back Ronnie Hillman (10th ranked 
rushing leader in ‘10). The Aztecs’ receiving corps will 
have to replace two top 10 receiving leaders (Vincent 
Brown, DeMarco Sampson) but tight end Alston Umuolo 
has requested a medical redshirt from the NCAA and 
may be returning. The talent is there, but the impact of 
head coach Brady Hoke’s exodus to Michigan has yet to 
be determined. 

Tulsa finished their 2010 season strong, reeling 
off seven consecutive wins (including a strong Notre 
Dame team) and a 62-35 shellacking of Hawaii in 
the Sheraton Hawaii Bowl. The Golden Hurricane's 
September schedule may be the most difficult in the 
country — at Oklahoma, at Tulane, hosting Oklahoma 
State, at Boise State. If they can manage to win all 
four, they could be the Cinderella of 2011. That's a 
big “if” with a new head coach in Bill Blankenship. 

Central Florida is in the mix after posting back-to- 
back winning seasons for the first time since 2001-02 
and beating Georgia 10-6 in the AutoZone Liberty 
Bowl — the first bow! win in school history. 

The Knights’ 11-3 record was due to several 
key factors, the major one being the emergence of 
freshman Jeffrey Godfrey, who finished the season with 
a 154.31 passer rating after reserve quarterback Rob 
Calabrese suffered a season-ending knee injury against 
Marshall on Oct. 13. The Knights’ defense was the 
other key factor in their 2010 success, allowing a little 
more than 17 points per game. They return only four 
starters, but that’s not necessarily reason to panic — 
the Knights’ liberal use of substitutions last year saw 
significant playing time for the reserves. 

Southern Methodist University has been 

consistently improving since June Jones took over 
the program four years ago. The Mustangs posted 
a 1-11 record in Jones’ first year as head 
coach and then followed that up with 
two consecutive non-losing seasons. This 
year, SMU returns 18 starters including 
quarterback Kyle Padron, whose stats 
include a No. 16 passer productivity 
rating, and the strong cores of both its 
offense and defense. | 
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OUT FOR SPRING 


Prior to the start of spring practice, Alabama Football Coach Nick 
Saban said three players would miss the action because they had 
been unable to participate in the winter off-season program. He said 
safeties Wesley Neighbors (junior) and Kendall Kelly (sophomore) and 
defensive lineman Kerry Murphy (junior) would not participate. 

When spring practice started, there was another player missing. 
Senior safety Robby Green, who missed all last season with an 
NCAA suspension was under indefinite suspension by Saban for an 
unspecified violation of team rules. Less than a week into practice, 
Saban announced another indefinite suspension, sophomore 
defensive end Brandon Moore. 


MAKE YOUR PLANS 


The Southeastern Conference and the Georgia Dome have agreed 
to keep the SEC Football Championship in Atlanta through the 2017 
season. The new agreement adds two additional years to a five-year 
contract that was agreed upon in July of 2009, keeping the game in 
the Georgia Dome for at least another seven years. 

“The SEC Football Championship Game continues to be one of 
the premiere college sports events,” SEC Commissioner Mike Slive 
said. “The Georgia Dome and the Georgia World Congress Center 
has shown year-in and year-out that it is an outstanding host for our 
event. Their operations staff and leadership have been tremendous to 
work with and we look forward to continuing the relationship.” 

The SEC Championship has been held in Atlanta’s Georgia Dome 
for the previous 17 years and has seen the last five SEC Champions 
go on to win the National Championship. The first two SEC Football 
Championships were held at historic Legion Field in Birmingham in 
1992 and 1993 and the Georgia Dome has hosted the annual event 
consecutively since 1994. 

The game has sold out in 16 of the 17 championships held in 
the Dome, packing nearly 1.2 million people in the Georgia Dome to 
watch past SEC Championships. 

The 2011 Championship game will be held on December 3 and 
televised nationally by CBS. 


SCHOLAR NOMINEES 


It's hard to know how Greg McElroy and Kayla Hoffman keep 
up with their honors, and with their scholarship offers. Although 
both attended The University of Alabama on athletics scholarships, 
McElroy in football and Hoffman in gymnastics, both will have ample 
opportunities to attend graduate school on academic scholarships. 

Most recently, Hoffman and McElroy have been nominated for 
the Southeastern Conference’s H. Boyd McWhorter Scholar-Athlete 
Postgraduate Scholarship. 

The McWhorter Scholar-Athlete Postgraduate Scholarship has 
been presented to the league’s top male and female scholar-athletes 
since 1986. The 2011 recipients will be named on April 6 in 
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conjunction with National Student-Athlete Day. 

A three-year Scholastic All-American and a three-time member 
of the SEC Academic Honor Roll, Hoffman carries a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average for her career. She is slated to graduate with a degree 
in human development and family studies in December of 2011 and 
plans to pursue a graduate degree in marriage and family therapy. 

Already a two-time All-American, three-year All-SEC honoree 
and a three-time NCAA Regional Champion, Hoffman has won 19 
individual titles this season and is currently ranked in the top-20 
nationally on all four apparatus and the all-around heading into 
this weekend’s SEC Championships. For her career, the Union, New 
Jersey, native has scored 9.9 or better 68 times and has won 45 
individual event titles. 

McElroy, 24-3 over the last two years as Alabama's starting 
quarterback, earned a bachelor’s degree in business marketing in 
August of 2009 and a master’s in sports administration in December 
of 2010. The Southlake, Texas, native earned the NCAA Today's Top 
VII Award and was named the 2010 Capital One/CoSIDA Football 
Academic All-American of the Year. He also earned the SEC Football 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year in 2010. 

The MVP of the 2009 SEC Championship game, McElroy led the 
Tide to the 2009 National Football Championship and was captain 
of the 2010 squad. A finalist for a Rhodes Scholarship, he earned 
a National Football Foundation & College Hall of Fame National 
Scholar-Athlete Award. 

Each year, the SEC provides the league’s male and female 
McWhorter Scholar-Athlete Postgraduate Scholarship recipients with 
a $15,000 postgraduate scholarship. The 22 remaining male and 
female finalists for the award will also receive a $7,500 postgraduate 
scholarship. 

The McWhorter Scholar-Athlete Postgraduate Scholarship 
recipients are chosen by a committee of faculty athletics 
representatives from the 12 SEC institutions and are honored at the 
SEC Spring Meetings in Sandestin, Florida, on June 3. 


DRAFTED 


For the second consecutive year, an Alabama softball player was 
the first woman drafted in the National Pro Fastpitch Senior Draft. 
The draft, which was conducted in Orlando, had Crimson Tide pitcher 
Kelsi Dunne selected first overall and utility player Whitney Larsen 
the 13th overall pick, both selected by the NPF Diamonds. 

The selection of Dunne first overall marked the second straight 
season that an Alabama player was taken off the board first. Charlotte 
Morgan was the first pick in the 2010 draft, selected by the eventual 
league champion USSSA Pride. 


NUMBER 100 


Alabama senior softball star pitcher Kelsi Dunne got her 16" win of 
the season when Alabama, ranked first in the nation, improved its record 
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to 33-2 with a 9-0 victory over Arkansas on March 27. Only Crimson 
Tide record-holder Shelly Laird with 115 wins has more than Dunne. 


HORRY THE HONOREE 


Former Alabama basketball star Robert Horry was honored 
as a Southeastern Conference Legend when the SEC Basketball 
Tournament was held in March at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Former 
greats from each SEC school were honored during the tournament. 

Horry helped lead Alabama to three SEC Tournament 
Championships and two NCAA Sweet 16 appearances in his four 
seasons in Crimson and White. Horry finished his illustrious career 
at The Capstone with 1,591 points, the 12th most in UA history, 
and is ninth all-time in rebounding with 929 boards. A complete 
player, Horry still ranks third all-time in steals at UA with 168 and is 
Alabama's all-time leader in blocks with 286. 

Following his collegiate career, Horry went on to star in the 
NBA for 16 seasons and become one of the most decorated players 
in NBA history by helping three different franchises to seven World 
Championships, the most by any player since 1976. He earned the 
nicknames “Mr. Big Shot” and “Big Shot Bob” for his clutch long 
range shooting in NBA playoffs. Although he averaged only 7.5 points 
per game for his career, he has a place in NBA history. 

“The SEC Basketball Legends Program allows us to honor our 
past and show everyone why the SEC is one of the nation’s premier 
basketball conferences,” said SEC Commissioner Mike Slive. 

In addition to Horry, the 2011 class of legends included George 
Kok, Arkansas; Jimmy Fibbe, Auburn; Craig Brown, Florida; Walter 
Daniels, Georgia; Kevin Grevey, Kentucky; Howard Carter, LSU; Bob 
Weltlich, Ole Miss; Darryl Wilson, Mississippi State; B.J. McKie, South 


2 


x \ aes 
ee ‘ = 8 
(s Championship Game in the Georgia Dome 
= "e = 


Kevin C. ComGatty 


Carolina; Jimmy England, Tennessee and Jeff Turner, Vanderbilt. 
This marked the 13th year of the SEC Basketball Legends program. 
Previous honorees for Alabama have been 1999 Reggie King, 
2000 Wendell Hudson, 2001 T.R. Dunn, 2002 Leon Douglas, 2003 
Buck Johnson, 2004 Derrick McKey, 2005 Gary Waites, 2006 Jim 
Farmer, 2007 Mike Nordholz, 2008 Leon Marlaire, 2009 Melvin 
Cheathum, and 2010 Charles Cleveland. 


WATCH LIST 


Alabama golfers Bud Cauley and Bobby Wyatt have been 
named to the 2011 watch list for the prestigious Ben Hogan Award 
presented by Baird Private Wealth Management, in association 
with Colonial Country Club, The Friends of Golf (FOG) and the Golf 
Coaches Association of America. 

The award is presented annually to the top men’s NCAA Division 
|, lor II, NAIA or NJCAA college golfer, taking into account all 
collegiate and amateur competitions during a 12-month period. 
Cauley and Wyatt are part of a 26-player watch list that includes 
Georgia's Russell Henley, NCAA medalist Scott Langley of Illinois and 
U.S Amateur Champion Peter Uihlein of Oklahoma State and runner- 
up David Chung of Stanford. 

Cauley, who was a finalist for last year’s Hogan Award and a 
semifinalist in 2009, has an under-par stroke average and ranked 
number 35 in the Golfweek/Sagarin Performance Index. Cauley 
finished tied for third at the acclaimed Jones Cup Invitational in 
February and fifth at the Southern Amateur Championship at Shoal 
Creek in Birmingham in July. The two-time first-team All-SEC 
selection was also selected to play in last year’s Nationwide Tour’s 
Children’s Hospital Invitational in July. 
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Wyatt, who burst onto the national scene with a 57 in the first 
round of the 2010 Alabama Boys State Junior Championship, was 
Alabama's leading scorer in fall play with a 70.86 stroke average. 
Wyatt also finished tied for 16th at the Jones Cup Invitational and is 
currently ranked sixth in the Golfweek/Sagarin Performance Index. 

The Hogan Award semifinalists were to be announced April 14. 
The three finalists will be invited to Colonial Country Club in Fort 
Worth, Texas, for the Hogan Award presentation May 16. 


TOP FROSH DIVER 


Alabama's Paige McCleary was named the Southeastern Conference 
Freshman Diver of the Year the conference office has announced. 

McCleary reached the championship final of both the 1-meter 
and 3-meter boards at the SEC Championships, and was the highest 
scoring freshman in both events. She was sixth on the 3-meter board 
with a score of 310.10 and eighth on the 1-meter board where she 
scored 290.90 points. McCleary was also the Tide’s top finisher on 
the platform, scoring 208.75 points, good for 14th place. 

The Lake Worth, Fla. native is the fifth member of the Alabama 
swimming and diving program to earn SEC Freshman of the Year honors 
with swimmer Anne Poleska earning the first honor in 2001 and Stewart 
Smith earning the first honor on the diving side of things in 2002. 


IN THE DEEP END 


The Alabama men’s and women's swimming and diving teams both 
earned Team Scholar All-American recognition from the College Swimming 
Coaches Association after posting grade point averages over 3.3 last fall. 

“We are extremely proud to have earned this award,” Alabama 
Coach Eric Mcliquham said. “It is especially gratifying, because it shows 
the entire program's commitment to excellence in the classroom.” 

The Crimson Tide men are ranked fifth nationally with a 3.32 while 
the women were 32nd with a 3.38 GPA. Alabama's men are the top ranked 
Southeastern Conference school, and the only league school ranked in the 
top 10 nationally. The UA women are fourth among SEC schools. 

Individually, four of Alabama’s women earned perfect 4.0 GPAs 
in the fall and 11 more earned better than a 3.5. On the men’s side, 
two earned 4.0 GPAs and nine others earned over a 3.5. 

“Our student-athletes work extremely hard in the water and in 
the classroom,” Mcllquham said. “As a program, we're dedicated to 
success in all aspects of the collegiate experience.” 

The Team Scholar All American award is presented to college and 
university swimming and diving teams, that have achieved a cumulative 
grade point average of 3.0 or higher. The award is presented to teams 
achieving this standard in the fall semester and in the semester of the 
NCAA Swimming and Diving Championships (Winter/Spring). 


RUNNER OF THE YEAR 


Alabama sophomore All-America Kirani James was named the 
2011 Southeastern Conference Runner of the Year and also garnered 
the honor of Athlete of the Year for the South Region by the United 
States Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Association. 

James, a native of Gouyave, Grenada, had a spectacular indoor 
season. He holds the second fastest time in the world this year in the 
200-meter dash after posting at 20.58 second time at the Cherry & 
Silver Invitational in January, and then claimed the top world time 
in the 400-meter the following month with a 44.80 at SEC Indoor 
Championships. His performance at the SEC Championships set a 
world junior record and SEC meet record. 

The SEC award marks the first time a Crimson Tide male athlete has 
ever won the SEC Runner of the Year award for the indoor season, since the 
honor was first given out in 2004. David Kimani won the SEC Athlete of the 
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Year award in 2001, before the honor was split into two designations. 


GLANCE, FOWLER HONORED 


The Drake Relays in Des Moines, lowa, is among the most 
prestigious events in track and field. On April 28 the newest class 
of inductees will include Alabama Men’s Coach Harvey Glance, who 
will be the first person to be enshrined as both a coach and athlete. 
Sandy Fowler, head coach of the Bama women’s track and field team, 
will join Glance as one of the coaches inducted. 

Glance, a former world-class sprinter, 16-time All-America, 
three-time Olympian, former world record holder in the 100-meter 
dash and 1976 gold medal winner, is in his 13th season leading 
the Alabama men's track and field program. During his first 12 
seasons (1998-present), he has coached 75 All-Americans, including 
15 during the 2002 campaign. He also has instructed 41 SEC 
champions and eight NCAA champions. In his 18 years of coaching, 
he has tutored student-athletes to 177 All-America accolades. 

Glance was inducted into the Drake Relays Hall of Fame as 
an athlete in 1987 after his distinguished career at Auburn. Asa 
college freshman in 1976, Glance won the 100-meter dash in a 
then- record time of 10.01, while also running on the 4x200m relay 
team that captured a title in 1:23.89. 

A year later, his 4x200m relay squad defended its title before 
winning another crown as a member of the 4x100 relay team in 1978. 

While serving as head coach at Alabama during Drake Relays, his 
teams have claimed nine Drake Relays titles. He also served as head 
coach of the Unites States National team at the 1997 World University 
Games, 1999 Pan American Games, 2009 World Championships and 
as assistant coach of the 2008 U.S. Olympic team. 

Glance’s resume is vast when it comes to coaching experience, 
not only in collegiate athletics, but also on the national and 
international stage. In 1994, he served as the head men’s track coach 
for Team USA at the World University Games in Sicily, Italy and in the 
summer of 1997 coached the World Junior Team in Lisbon, Portugal. 
During the summer of 1999, Glance again was the head coach of the 
men’s track team at the Pan American Games in Winnipeg, Canada, 
where the U.S. led in total medals won with 295. His most recent 
international coaching stint came as the head men’s coach for Team 
USA at the 2009 World Championships in Berlin, Germany. 

Glance is retiring at the end of this spring season. 

Fowler, a former world-class thrower, four-time All-American, 
National Champion and Olympian is in her 13th campaign directing 
the Alabama women’s track and field program. In her initial 12 
seasons she has coached 30 student-athletes to All-America status, 
including Beth Mallory, the Crimson Tide’s first-ever women's NCAA 
champion in the discus in 2005. 

Fowler has coached one NCAA champion and 11 SEC 
champions at Alabama (1998-present). Under her guidance, Beau 
Walker was named outstanding women's performer of the 2004 
Drake Relays after winning both the 100-meter and 400-meter 
hurdles and anchoring the winning university 4x100 shuttle hurdle 
relay. She also won the 400 hurdles in 2005. Fowler’s teams have 
also captured 12 other Drake Relays titles in her time as Alabama's 
women’s track and field coach. 

Fowler also has an extensive international coaching career, 
serving as an assistant coach at the 1990 Goodwill Games and 1993 
World Championships in Germany. She returned to the Olympic 
Games in 2000, not as an athlete but as a coach. Fowler was also 
the head coach at the 2005 World Championships in Finland, where 
the U.S. had one of its best World Championship showings in recent 
history, and the 2009 Five Nations Match in Scotland. a 
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DATE 
Feb, 18 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 20 
Feb. 22 


South Alabama Tourney @ Mobile 


Feb. 25 
Feb, 26 
Feb. 27 


March 2 
March 4 
March 5 
March 6 
March 8 
March 9 
March 11 
March 12 
March 13 
March 15 
March 18 
March 19 
March 20 
March 22 
March 23 
March 25 
March 26 
March 27 
March 29 
March 30 
April 1 
April 2 
April 3 
April 5 
April 8 
April 9 
April 10 
April 12 
April 13 
April 14 
April 15 
April 16 
April 19 
April 22 
April 23 
April 24 
April 26 
April 29 
April 30 
May 1 
May 6 
May 7 
May 8 
May 13 
May 14 
May 15 
May 19 
May 20 
May 21 


O11 ALABAMA 


SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL 


OPP. 
Alcorn St 
Alcorn St 
Alcorn St 
Alabama St 


SE Louisiana 
South Alabama 
UCF 


Southern Miss 

NW State 

NW State 

NW State 

Troy 

Georgia @ Gwinnett 
Eastern Illinois 
Eastern Illinois 
Eastern Illinois 
Auburn @ Montgomery 
@ Ole Miss 

@ Ole Miss 

@ Ole Miss 

UAB 

Jacksonville St 
Kentucky 
Kentucky 
Kentucky 

UAB @ Hoover 
South Alabama 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 

Samford 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Vanderbilt 
Mississippi Valley 
Mississippi Valley 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 

@ Samford 

@ Florida 

@ Florida 

@ Florida 

@ Southern Miss 
@ Mississippi State 
@ Mississippi State 
@ Mississippi State 
LSU 


LSU 

LSU 

@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 
South Carolina 
South Carolina 
South Carolina 
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TIME* 
6:05 
2:05 
1:05 
3:05 


1:00 
1:00 


11:00 


6:05 
6:05 
2:05 
1:05 
6:05 
6:00 
6:05 
2:05 
1:05 
7:00 
6:30 
1:30 
1:30 
6:05 
6;05 
6:35 
2:05 
1:05 
6:05 
6:05 
6:35 
2:05 
1:05 
6:05 
6:00 
2:00 
1:00 
6:05 
3:05 
6:35 
6:35 
2:05 
6:00 
7:00 
7:00 
1:00 
6:00 
6;30 
2:00 
1:30 
6:35 
6:35 
1:05 
6:00 
3:00 


6:35 


SOFTBALL 


DATE 


OPP. TIME* 


All-Alabama Classic @ Vestavia Hills 
6: 


Feb. 11 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 13 
Feb. 13 


Bama Bash 
Feb, 18 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 19 
Feb. 20 


Feb. 22 


Samford :00 
Alabama A&M 1:30 
Jacksonville St 4:00 
South Alabama 11:00 
Troy 1:30 


Louisville 4:00 
Texas-San Antonio 6:00 
Syracuse 1:00 
TBD 4:00 
TBD 1:00 


@ UAB 6:00 


USF Tourney @ Tampa 


Feb. 25 
Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
Feb. 26 
Feb, 27 


Western Michigan 12:30 
Central Connecticut 4:00 
Missouri 12:30 
Illinois State 2:45 
USF 11:45 


ESPN Rise Tourney @ Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 


March 4 
March 4 
March 5 
March 5 
March 6 


March 9 


Fordham 10:00 
Louisiana Lafayette 12:30 
Notre Dame 10:00 
Oregon 3:00 
Virginia 10:30 


@ Georgia Tech 6:00 


Easton SEC/ACE Challenge 


March 11 
March 12 
March 12 
March 13 


March 16 
March 18 
March 19 
March 20 
March 22 
March 25 
March 26 
March 27 
March 31 
April 1 
April 2 
April 3 
April 8 
April 9-10 
April 12 
April 15 
April 16-17 
April 22 
April 23-24 
April 29 
April 30 
May 1 
May 6 
May 7-8 


North Carolina 6:00 
Florida State 1:30 
North Carolina 4:00 
Florida State 1:30 


Auburn (2) 5:00 
Georgia 6:30 
Georgia 1:30 
Georgia 1:30 
@ Tennessee (2) 4:00 
Arkansas 6:30 
Arkansas 1:30 
Arkansas 1:30 
@ College of Charleston 6:00 
@ South Carolina 6:30 
@ South Carolina —-1:00 
@ South Carolina =—-'1:00 
@ LSU 6:30 
@ LSU 1:00 
@ Troy 6:00 
Mississippi St 6:30 
Mississippi St 1:30 
@ Florida 6:30 
@ Florida 1:00 
Kentucky 6:30 
Kentucky 1:30 
Kentucky 1:30 
@ Ole Miss 6:30 
@ Ole Miss 1:00 


MEN’S TENNIS 


DATE OPP. TIME* 
JAN. 13 SEC INDOORS @ KNOXVILLE 
JAN, 20 USTA @ BOCA RATON, FLA. 


ITA KICKOFF @ AUSTIN, TEXAS 
JAN. 29 RICE 10:00 
JAN. 30 TEXAS/HAWAII TBA 


FEB. 2 TROY 

FEB, 5 FURMAN 

FEB, 11 @ TCU 

FEB. 12 @ SMU : 

FEB. 17-20 ITA NATIONAL INDOOR 
@ SEATTLE 

FEB. 25-27 BLUE-GRAY 

@ MONTGOMERY 

@ TENNESSEE 

@ GEORGIA 

FLORIDA 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

@ KENTUCKY 

VANDERBILT 

@ ARKANSAS 

@ LSU 


MARCH 4 
MARCH 6 
MARCH 11 
MARCH 13 
MARCH 20 
MARCH 27 
APRIL 1 
APRIL 3 
APRIL8 OLE MISS 

APRIL 10 MISSISSIPPI ST 

APRIL 13 UAB 

APRIL16 @ AUBURN 

APRIL 21- SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
APRIL 24 @ GAINESVILLE 

MAY 13-15 NCAA PRELIMS 

MAY 19 NCAA @ PALO ALTO, CALIF. 


MEN’S GOLF 


DATE OPP. 
FEB. 20-22 PUERTO RICO CLASSIC 
@ RIO GRANDE, PR. 
CLEVELAND INTERCOLL. 
@ AIKEN, S.C. 
CALLAWAY COLLEGIATE 
@ GREENSBORO, GA. 
LINGER LONGER INVITE 
@ GREENSBORO, GA. 
AUGUSTA STATE INVITE 
@ AUGUSTA, GA. 

SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ SEA ISLAND, GA. 
APRIL 19-21 NCAA REGIONALS 
MAY 31-JUNE 5 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ OKLAHOMA STATE 


MAR. 7-8 
MAR, 20-22 
MAR. 27-29 
APRIL 2-3 


APRIL 15-17 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 


DATE opp. TIME* 
JAN. 15-17 FSU QUAD 
@ TALLAHASSEE 


ITA @ WACO, TEXAS 
JAN. 28 BAYLOR TBA 
JAN. 29 RICE/OKLA. STATE TBA 


FEB. 5 TEXAS TECH 12:00 

@ NEW ORLEANS 
FEB. 6 @ TULANE 12:00 
FEB. 12 UCF 1:00 
FEB. 13 UT-CHATTANOOGA 1:00 
FEB. 18 ITA NATIONAL INDOOR 

@ CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. 
FEB. 25-27 BLUE-GRAY 

@ MONTGOMERY 
MARCH 4 TENNESSEE 3:00 
MARCH6 GEORGIA 1:00 
MARCH 11 @ FLORIDA 5:00 
MARCH 13 @ SOUTH CAROLINA 1:00 
MARCH 25 KENTUCKY 3:00 
MARCH 27 @ VANDERBILT 12:00 
APRIL 1 ARKANSAS 3:00 
APRIL 3 LSU 1:00 
APRIL8 § @OLE MISS 3:00 
APRIL10 @MISSISSIPPIST 1: a 
APRIL16 AUBURN 5:0 
APRIL 21-24 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

@ KNOXVILLE 
MAY 13-14 NCAA PRELIMS 
MAY 20 NCAA @ PALO ALTO, CALIF. 


WOMEN’S GOLF 


DATE OPP. 
FEB. 13-15 LADY PUERTO RICO CLASSIC 
@ RIO GRANDE, P.R. 
SUGAR BOWL 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 
@ NEW ORLEANS 
LSU CLASSIC 

@ BATON ROUGE 
LIZ MURPHEY COLLEGIATE 
@ ATHENS, GA. 

SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

@ AUBURN 

NCAA REGIONALS 

NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 

@ TEXAS A&M 


FEB. 27-MAR.1 


MARCH 11-13 
APRIL 1-3 
APRIL 15-17 
MAY 5-7 
MAY 17-20 


ALL TIMES CENTRAL 


ie St ——— er 


SELLING ABSOLUTE- NO MINIMUMS OR RESERVES! 


THURSDAY - MAY. 12TH - 10: SeoAM 
Prime Commercial - Development Parcel 
yeh Gonvenience Store 


1400 Paul W. Bryant Dr., Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


JD’ FOOD MART ine —- 
SY u. eLess Than 3,blocks from Bryant-Denny Stadium 
aby Ze *Large Comer Lot 
ae: *Located on Paul Bryant Dr.& Gene Stallings Ave. 
* Excellent Income From JD’s Food Mart and Deli 
¢ Excellent Income From Game Day Parking 
Formally Grant's Store 
¢ Great Potential for Condos or Apartments 
| Also Selling Equipment 
mM? ‘800 aehess =  JHSpéttion Dates: 
92 April 16th (A Day Game) 


www.targetauction.com May 5th & 11th from 12:00 till 4:00 


ny 
Vi 


| TARGET AUCTION 


ADVANCED REAL ESTATE MARKETING 


ie af A a 


Dewey Jacobs, AL AU #5060 


2011 BASSMASTER ELITE SERIES POSTSEASON 


ALL-STAR 


] BASSMASTER 


ELITE SERIES | 


JULY 23-30 


Ramada Worldwide Evan Williams Bourbon 
All-Star Semi-Final All-Star Championship 


Lake Jordan Alabama River 
at the Riverwalk Amphitheater 


Bassmaster.com 


noun “a OFFICIAL BASS SPONSORS 
{ ' 
sadly za. Evan AY i ‘ 
Berkley» Williams  HUMMINBIRD. 
TRUCKS Bourbon ? 
4 
pene q 
SZERCURY nmon-nar”a i 1 fa wton @ YAMAHA | 
OFFICALENGINE = a, | | OFFICIAL ENGINE 


SUPPORTING SPONSORS Lowrance Luck “E” Strike Nitro Boats Power-Pole Ramada : 


